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Biography. 


JOSEPH EMBALMED. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF THAT EXCELLENT 
AND VERY USEFUL SERVANT OF GOD, THE REV. JOSEPH 
MOODY, OF YORK; WHO DECEASED MARCH 20, 1753. AGED 
§3 YEARS. 


Prov. x. 7. The memory of the juft is bleffed. 
Pfa. cxii. 6. The righteous fhall be in everlafting remembrance. 


HE was highly and juftly efteemed and admired, both for 
his natural gifts and acquirements, and moral and gracious ac- 
complifhments. He was a perfon of a very quick apprehenfion, a 
lively imagination, a free and copious invention, and a ready utter- 
ance. As tohis knowledge and ingenuity, he has given very 
entertaining, as well as edifying fpecimens, in fome printed medi- 
tations on various divine fubjeéts. But which is far more excellent 
than all thefe, he was a fhining inftance of the grace of God; and 
was exceeding remarkable for his zeal, activity, and diligence, in 
doing good. He arrived ata high ftature in Chriftianity, and 
feemed to be one of the firft three in religion. He fet a molt ami- 
able example of love, integrity and faithfulnefs, conicientiouinefs, 
humility, meeknefs, gentlenefs, condefcenfion, compaflion, felfde- 
nial, weanednefs from the world; of {piritual, favoury, edifying 
difcourfe ; of indefatigable diligence, and of a molt uncommon 
difpofition to improve all opportunities of ferving God and his 
generation. In thefe three laft, perhaps few, if any, exceeded him. 

His vifits, how entertaining and profitable! He went about do- 
ing good ; inftructing the ignorant, comforting the feebleminded, 
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204% Memory of the Rev. Fofeph Moody. [ Nov. 
warning the unruly, refolving the doubtful, counfelling and fup- 
porting the fick and afflited, and praying with and for all. 

His tongue was as choice filver, and his lips fed many. His 
mind was farnifhed with a rich ftock of a great variety of precious 
and pleafant things; and like a fcribe, well inftructed to the 
kingdom of God, he brought out of his treafures things new and 
old, for the entertainment and edification of all around him. 
And with what wifdom, and pertinency, and holy ingenuity, as 
well as faithfulnefs, would he accommodate and addrefs himfelf 
to the particular condition, character, and circumftances of thofe 
he was concerned with! How rightly would he divide to every 
one; giving to each a proper portion, and that in due feafon! 
What inventions had he to render his counfels and reproofs accept- 
able! Andas to his pen, which was indeed the pen ofa ready writer, 
how freely, and how frequently was it employed to the moft ad- 
vantageous purpofes! He was a perfon very remarkable for a 
public ipirit ; he had anuncommon concern for the whole world. 
He loved mankind ; efpecially he was a lover of good men. 

But there is one thing in his character, which muft by no means 
be omitted ; the fpirit of grace and fupplication, which was indeed 
poured out upon him. When he was (as he ufed fometimes to 
term it) the voice of prayer, with what devotion, with what holy 
ardour and importunity, with what pertinency, with what fluency, 
would he utter himfelf before the Lord and his people! And as 
“‘ prayer may preach,” (as Mr. Henry obferves) fo his prayers 
were fingularly teaching, as well as \affeGting. How many. have 
had their minds illuminated, enlarged, as well as their devotions 
raifed, when he has been improved as the mouth of the aflembly ! 
What fublime, what furprifing ideas, and yet quite confiftent with 
the oracles of truth, did he appear to have his mind poffetled of! 
How did he foar aloft as on eagles’ wings, or rather as on the 
wings of a feraph, or rather ftill as on the wings of a divinely in- 
fpired imagination and devotion! What a realizing, what an af- 
fecting view did he appear to have of the valt, vaft importance 
of fpiritual and invifible thimgs! How folemn, how awful, how 
very ftriking were the reprefentations he gave us of the things of 


God and another world ! Indeed, both the gift and the grace of | 


prayer feemed in a very extraordinary degree to be united in him. 
But do we mention thefe things merely to adorn the memory of 
the deceafed, who was the. fubjedt of them? Let them be rather 
improved to the honour and the praife of him, who was the Au- 
thor of them; of him, who is the Father of lights, , from whom 
defcends every good and every perfect gift. Who is it that made 
him to differ ; and what had he, that he did not receive ? Since it 
was by the grace of God, that he was what he was, let that grace 
have all the glory. 

But 
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But what fhall we fay to that darknefs and gloominefs, to thofe 
clouds and thick darknefs, which covered and overwhelmed the 
mind of one, who, we have fo much reafon to believe, was near 
and dear to God? If we look into the ‘88th Pfalm, we hall find 
that he was not the only inftance. But why does the Lord deal 
thus with any of his children? Doubdtlefs he has wife and holy ends 
and reafons for fuch a difpenfation. And though we know not 


now, we fhall know hereafter. This we may know now, and. 


ought firmly to believe, that though clouds and darknefs are round 
about him, yet juftice and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne. This we may alfu be affured of, that it fhal) go well with 
the righteous. . All fhall end well at laft. Light is fown for 
the righteous, and gladnefs for the upright in heart ; and it fhall 
{pring up fooner or later. 

This then may compofe and fatisfy us, with regard to our dear 
deceafed brother and friend, for whom fo many thoufands of 
prayers have been going up to heaven, that God would enlighten 
his darknefs, that he would fend enlargement, that he would grant 
peace, and confolation, and joy in the Holy Ghoft ; that though 
we faw thefe defires butin part accomplifhed, yet now, as we have 
abundant reafon to hope, they are fully, fully anfwered. Now he 
has light, and no darknefss no fogs, no mifts, no clouds: All 
is forever clear and bright, ferene and calm, in the firmament of 
glory. Now he enjoys a perfe@ and moft glorious freedom. 
Our Jofeph now walks at liberty. The King of heaven has fent 
and loofed him ; the Supreme Ruler has loofed his bonds, and let 
him go free. Now hehas joy without any forrow, joy unfpeaka- 
ble and full of glory. 

Shall we not comfort ourfelves, and one another, with thefe 
things? We have no reafon to weep for him, but for ourfelves 
and our children. Help, Lord! for the godly man ceafeth ; the 
faithful fail ! 
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Religious Communications, 
ee 


Messrs. Epirors, 
I fend you an extract from a letter written by a young minifler in Con- 


ne@icut to a young minifler in the flate of Rhode Ifland. 


SERAIAH. 


Dear BrorHer in CureistT, Aug. 20, 1807. ° 
I REJOICE to hear that God is opening a door in for 





your miniftrations. I think the prefervation and profperity of 


that church an object of great importance. Should the divine 
Spirit 


_ — — 


rd a is 


“yo * Yer See 


as Ubege elie “a * 








Ty ee oe ee 








































204 LExtract of a Letter from a young Minifter. [ Nov. 


Spirit attend your labours, and bring finners to Chrift, I think it 
will be in aniwer to the prayers of Chriftians. ‘The profef- 
fors who belong to the church with which you are concerned, and 
with whom I am acquainted, are generally engaged. I depend 
more upon the prayers of Cbriftians for fuccefs than upon all the 
preparations I can make by ftudy. I hope you are engaged in 
the great Matfter’s work. It is very ftrange, however, that I can 
fay fo, fincerely, without envy, while I am fo cold myfelf. I have 
quit laid down Baxter’s Reformed Paftor. And from what I have 
read in that book, it feems as though minifters were doing almott 
every thing they fhould not do, and nothing which they ought to do. 
I mean thofe minifters, who pafs along as 1 do. It does appear to 
me, in my moflt’ferious hours, that I fhall be forry on my death- 
bed, in view of the great day of judgment, that I have not prattifed 
according to the direétions given by that fervent Man of God. But 
fuch are the times and the practifes, that whoever moves to intro- 
duce what has been molt wickedly neglected, will be confidered in 
the wrong, an enthufiait, or inftigated by an enthufiaft ; or as feek- 
ing fame by innovations; or as prefumptuoufly condemning th¢ 
conduét of the venerable fathers. I am fully convinced that the 
minifters of the gofpel are in great danger of labouring more a- 
bundantly to fyftematife divinity, than to practife religion, to feed 
themfelves with criticifm and fpeculations, rather than their flocks 
with the marrow of Chriftianity. When they are together, do 
they not too generally {pend more time in relating anecdotes and 
converfing on politics, and in talking againft profeflors of other 
denominations, than ae {pend i in focial prayer, in mourning for 
the dejected ftate of Zion, in confidering the worth of immortal 
fouls, Stee pitiable ftate of the impenitent, and in imploring an ef- 
fufion of the holy Spirit ? Happy, too, if there were no complaints 
again{t the people of their feveral charges on account of their fala- 
ries. When minilters complain of their people becaufe they are 
not well fupported, does it not afford too much evidence that the 
Jukewarmnefs and unfaithfulnefs of minifters has made the people 
conclude that the miniftry of the gofpel is not of fuch importance 
as to deferve fupport? Since fuch is the conduét of many minif- 
ters, do they not condemn themfelves when they direct others how 
to live ? This is certainly the cafe with me. My confcience often to 
condemns me, while I am telling my people how they fhould live, 
that I anticipate the reflection my hearers will make, and let them 
know beforehand that I am preaching to myfelf as well as to others. 
O Lord Jefus, raife up fome other Luthers, and Calvins, and White- 
fields to introduce a permanent and univerfal reformation. And 
when by their zeal they fhame our floth, may their piety deftroy 
our jealoyfies and envyings, and provoke us to go and do likewife. 
BRILP 
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BRIEF SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, IN A SERIES OF LET-~ 
TERS TO A STUDENT IN UNIVERSITY, BY HIS FATHER. 





Letter 1V. Century Ill, 


Continued from page 186. 
My dear Son, 


HAVING attended’to the moft remarkable occurrences_in the 
Chriftian church during the two firft centuries of its exiltence, I 
fhall, in reviewing the third century, in the firit place, exhibit to 
your view the profperous events which happened to the church. 

Notwithftanding Chriftians, in this century, fuffered calamities 
and injurious treatment of the moft dreadful kind, through the 
fury of the common people, the zeai and licentioufnefs of the 
pagan priefts, and the power of magiftrates, it appears from the 
hiftory of this period, that the rights and privileges of the Chrif- 
tians were, upon the whole, confiderably increafed and multiplied. 
No inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian church was entirely un- 
molefted. Nor was the profeffion of Chriftianity, under molt of 
the Roman emperors, during this century, any obftacle to pub- 
lic preferment to civil offices in the empire. ‘That God, in whofe 
hands are the hearts of princes, and who turneth them as the riv- 
ers are turned, was pleafed favourably to incline fome of the em- 
perors towards the profeflors of Chriflianity. Although feveral 
of them, Heliogabulus for example, were montters in vice and 
cruelty, yet the God of power, in a great degree, moderated or 
turned away their rage from the defencelefs difciples of Chrifl, and 
even difpofed them to treat thefe unprotected fheep with benignity 
and favour. 

This clemency, which the followers of Jefus experienced, was 
one mean which contributed to multiply the number of Chrif- 
tians, and to enlarge the boundaries of the church. Other means 
were alfo contributory to thefe defirable ends; but the energy of 
ail is undoubtedly to be attributed to almighty God, who worketh 
all things according to the counfel of his own will. It is obferv- 
ed by the moft refpectable writers of ecclefiaftical hiftory, that 
the efpecial interpofing providence of God appeared, on the fide 
of Chriftianity, in extraordinary dreams, in vifions and miracles. 
Through the infirumentality of thefe, it is believed, the progrefs 
of Chriflianity was confiderably facilitated. It is not unimpor- 
tant alfo to remark, to this purpofe, that the holy icriptures were 
tranflated into various languages, and the copies widely difperfed. 

The gofpel, during this period, appears to have been carried 
into fome parts of Arabia. New churches were formed in Ger- 
many, and it is fuppofed that Scotland received the knowledge of 
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divine truth. Such, in brief, was the profperous ftate of the 
church, in this century. 

Let us now take a brief furvey of the calamitous events which 
happened. 

In the beginning of this century it appears that the Chriftian 
chutch, in general, fuffered calamities of various kinds. ‘Thefe 
fufferings were foon greatly increafed in confequence of the paff- 
ing of a law under Severus, the Roman emperor. By this law 
his fubjeéts were forbidden to embrace, either the Chriitian or the 
Jewith religion, which proved very troublefome and vexatious, 
particularly to the Chriftians. Many, by means of it, fuffered the 
painful, but glorious death of martyrdom. Among thefe were 
feveral perfons, as well female as male, of diftinguifhed eminence. 

This ftorm of perfecution was continued under the fuccetffor of 
Severus, the emperor Maximin. The fury of the ftorm having, 
in time, fpent itfelf, a pleafant calm enfued, in which the Chriflians 
enjoyed a peaceful and happy tranquillity for feveral years. But 
now, again, another tempeft is raifed againit them, under Decius 
Trajan, in which the fury of perfecution fell, in a dreadful man- 
ner, upon the church of Chrift. This emperor publifhed moft 
terrible and cruel ediéts, by which the magiftrates were ordered, 
upon pain of death, either to extirpate the whole body of Chrif- 
tians without exception, or force them, by torments of various 
kinds, to renounce Chriftianity and return to the pagan worthip. 
Hence, in all the provinces of the Roman empire, multitudes of 
Chriftians were, in a fhort time, put to death in the moit torturous 
manner, that barbarity and malice could invent. Nor was ithe 
raging flame of perfecution quenched with the death of this em- 
peror. It was kept alive, with more or lefs intenfity, under the 
refpective reigns of feveral of his fucceflors. But perfecution was 
not the only engine ufed for the purpofe of deftroying the Chriftian 
religion. ‘lhe pagan philofophers had recourfe to fubtle writings 
and ingenious ftratagems. Thefe artful adverfaries were fo much 
the more dangerous, as they had adopted, at leaft in pretence, fever- 
al of the doétrines and inftitutions of the gofpel, and in a fpecious 
and fubtle manner endeavoured to reconcile paganifm with Chril- 
tianity, and fo unite them together, as to deftroy the beauty and 
very fpirit of the Chriftian doétrines. | 

As to the arts and iciences, which began to decline in the pres 
ceding century ; in this, they appear to have been almoft ready to 
expire. Ignorance and barbarifm, in a high degree, {fpread over the 
Romanempire, But few men of eminent diftinétion, for literary 
attainments, were to be found. This great decline in the depart- 
ments of fcience was, in no {mall degree, owing to two caufes. 
The firft was the civil wars, which diftraéted the empire; the 
other, the incurfions and inroads made by barbarous nations, 
which were not under the jurifdiction of the empire. ‘The pagan 
philofophy, 
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philofophy, as it exifted among the various fects, was, in generad, 
a mixture of abfurd and impious opinions. 

As to the flate of the church, in this century, it is to be ob- 
ferved, that although its government had acquired greater de- 
grees of ftability and force, both in particular focieties, and in 
the focieties of Chriltians, collectively confidered, yet it is not to 
be difguifed, that the clergy aflumed, at leaft in fome inftances, 
{uch rights and powers, as were produétive of unhappy difputes 
and evil confequences. Although fuperiority in power and au- 
thority was not claimed and exercifed among the clergy them- 
felves, as is now the cafe by the clergy in the churches of England 
and Rome, yet they were not all upon a footing of perfect equali- 
ty. Certain adventitious circumftances gave fome a preeminence 
over others. The fubltance of thefe remarks, were, I believe, 
made in my laft letter ref{pecting the clergy in the fecond century. 

The ancient method of ecclefiaftical government, although 
generally {till fubfifting, yet, by degrees, it varied from the prim- 
itive rule, and began to degenerate towards the form of a relig- 
ious monarchy.. The bifhops or minitters of churches afpired to 
higher degrees of power and authority than they had formerly 
poflefled, and made gradual encroachments, not only upon the 
people, but fubordinate church officers. This change in the 
form of ecclefialtical government was foon followed, in a number 
of inftances, with a train of vices, which difhonoured the charaé¢ter 
of many, to whom the government of the church was committed. 
Luxury and voluptuoulnefs, vanity, ambition and arrogance, 
began to be exhibited in the conduct of numbers of the clergy. 
The inferior officers in the church were foon infected, and the con- 
tagion {pread, to a melancholy degree, through every rank. 

The moft diftinguifhed writers in the church, during this centu- 
ry, were Origin, Julius Africanus, Hippolitus, Gregory, Method- 
ius, Cyprian, &c. ‘Thefe were efteemed as bright and fhining 
lights. The writings of feveral of them, having furvived the 
ravages of time, exiit at the prefent day. 

The doétrines of our holy religion were, in general, explained 
to the people in their native purity and fimplicity, at.leaft, ina 
good degree. Several of the doctors or public teachers, however, 
having applied themielves to the ftudy of the heathen philofophy, 
began to ftrike out into the devious wilds of fancy, in explaining 
the divine writings. The famous Origin, it is faid, fet the ex- 
ample. His followers, as it frequently happens, went far beyond 
him, and adopted that mode of nice and curious fpeculation in 
their inftrnctions, which highly favoured-of “ philofophy, falfely 
fo called.”’ This kind of dogtrine or {pectlation was denominated 

Scholaftic theology. \t was productive of unhappy and evil effects. 

Another {pecies of theology arofe in this century called my/le 
theology. Its advocates maintained that filence, repofe and {oli- 
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tude, accompanied with fuch acts of mortification as tended to ex. 
tenuate and exhauit the body, were neceflary, in order to obtain 
the true knowledge of divine things. Hence f{trange effects were 
produced. Many who adopted this vifionary fcheme of religion 
retired to caves and deferts, where they macerated their bodies 
with hunger and thirft, and fubmitted to all the miferies of the 
feverelt difcipline, that a gloomy imagination could prefcribe. 
This was the origin of monks and hermits. But notwithftanding 
thefe unhappy circumftances, the Chriftian religion was far from 
being generally corrupted and perverted. A very laudable and 
pious zeal was exerted by numbers, who took care to have many 
accurate copies of the holy scriptures, in every direction difperfed, 
and at fuch moderate prices, as to render them of eafy purchafe. 
Many wealthy Chriflians appropriated a large portion of their 
property to the purpofe of carrying on thefe laudable and excel- 
lent undertakings. 

Various controverfies were agitated in the church, during this 
period, which, in fome confiderable degree, produced unhappy 
divifions. The moft famous of thefe controverfies was that re- 
{fpecting the millennium, or thoufand years’ reign of Chrift. 

Long before this period it appears that an opinion had prevailed 
among “Chriftians that Chrift was to come and reign a thoufand 
years among men, be ‘fore the final diffolution of the world. This 
opinion, which had hitherto met with no oppofition, began in this 
century to decline. By fome, the doétrine was oppoféd with 
great warmth ; and by others it was with equal warmth defended. 
The advocates of the doétrine appear to have believed that Chrift 
would perfonally, as well as in a ipiritual fenfe, reign among men, 
on earth, during the period of a thoufand years. 

As to the rites and ceremonies ufed in the church, in this cen- 
tury, it is to be obferved that they were confiderably increafed. In 
many churches the ufe of incenfe was introduced ; the burning of 
which appears to have conftituted a part of the folemnities of pub- 
lic worfhip. The Lord’s fupper, which, in fome churches, was 
celebrated in the morning, in others at noon, and in others in the 
evening, was accompanied with additional ceremonies and with 
greater pomp than heretofore, but probably to lefs acceptance 
with him who looketh not on the outward appearance. Baptifm 
was fuppofed by many, at leaft, to have been attended with, or to 
have been the occafion of, an immediate remiflion of fins. Prayer 
and the impofition of hands by the minifter or bifhop on the bap- 
tized perfon were fuppofed to be inftrumental of conferring the 
fanctitying gifts of the holy Spirit upon him. The prattice of 
exorcifing alfo accompanied the rite of baptifm. When this rite 
was to be adminiftered, a perfon appointed for the purpofe made 
menacing and formidable fhouts and declamations, that the per- 
fon, 
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fon, who was about to receive the baptifmal ordinance, might be 
delivered from the power of the prince of darknefs, 

Fafting began now to be more frequent, and to be held in 
higher eftimation than it had been; and it feems, by many, to 
have been fuppofed that this practice operated as a fort of antidote 
againft demons or evil fpirits. Many alfo accuftomed them- 
felves to make, upon fome parts of their bodies, the fign of the 
crofs, as the Roman Catholics now do, imagining that this would 
operate as a defence againft the powers of darknefs, 

As to prayer, it is to be obferved, that the ordinary practice of 
Chriftians was to pray at three fated times in each artificial day ; 
at the third, the fixth, and the ninth hours, or at the hours of 
nine in the morning, twelve at noon, and three in the evening. 
Befides thefe ftated devotions, they very frequently, at other fea- 
fons, poured out their fouls before the throne of God, confider- 
ing this as the moft effential duty as well as the nobleft employ- 
ment of the fanctified nature. 

IT have now, my dear fon, prefented to your view, though in a 
fummary manner, the moft important events which occurred in 
the Chriftian church during the third century. The furvey you 
have taken of them will {uggeft to your mind feveral important 
reflections. 

From what has been exhibited refpecting the mixture of philof- 
ophy with the Chriftian religion, and the unhappy and evil con- 
fequences thence refulting, furnifh the moft perfuafive argument 
to all, who enjoy the light of revelation, vigilantly to guard 
againtt every corruption of the doétrines and inititutions of the 
gofpel ; and _to receive its truths in their fimple drefs and original 
purity. All philofophical mixtures, and thofe of vain reafon, ‘with 
the Chriftian doctrines are,like the clay in Nebuchadnezzar’s vil- 


- lonary image. Inftead of adding, either beauty or ftrength to the 


well proportioned and ftable fyftem of our holy religion, they 
ferve no other purpofe than to deform and weaken it. ‘The Chrif- 
tian religion derives. no ftrength nor beauty from any human addi- 
tions or mixtures ; but in both thefe refpects fultains a lamentable 
lofs. The proud reafon of man fhould never be oppofed to, or 
interfere with, the religion of Jefus.. However mylterious its 
doctrines, or however humiliating to human pride or felfifhnefs, 
with meecknefs.and with: “all readinefs of mind,” thould we re- 
ceive them in, that decent and beautiful fimplicity of drefs, in 
which we find them. _ If diffatisfied with Bible truths in their un- 
adorned habit, we fhall not be likely, either to fee their beauty, or 
feel their falutary effects upon our hearts. 

From what hasbeen fuggelted refpecting the fe& of Chriftians 
denominated myflics, who retired from fociety and fubjected them- 
felves to fevere autterities and rigorous penances, from religious 
motives, are we not ready, with mingled emotions of pity and 
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derifion, to exclaim again’ their fuperftition and folly? But let 
us be guarded againft too free an indulgence of thefe pafflions. 
Nor let us haftily draw conclufions from their condué, too unfa- 
vourable of their piety and devotion. It is indeed to be admitted 
that much of their zeal was without knowledge, and that it arofe 
to cenfurable enthufiafm ; nor is it to be queftioned, that much 
of their conduc did not contribute to real godlinefs in themfelves, 
nor to the recommendation of it to others ; yet may it not reafona- 
bly be concluded, that many of them, at leaft, poffefled, and in no 
{mall degree, the genuine fpirit of our holy religion, and that, un- 
der all their bodily fufferings, they enjoyed thofe confolations 
from above, which the world can neither give nor take away? 
Let us take diligent heed that, notwithftanding all the light and 
advantages we enjoy, thofe poor and fuperftitious hermits do not 
rife againft us, at the day of judgment, and condemn us. . 

You have feen that the opinion generally prevailed, in this cen- 
tury, that the reign of Chrift, during the millenninm, would be 
literal or perfonal. By numbers, this fentiment is embraced and 
advocated, at the prefent day, while others decidedly oppofe it. 
The controverfy on this fubject has, on both fides, been ingenioufly 
and ably managed. But, like many other controverfies, it re- 
mains yet to be fettled, nor will this probably be the cafe, till the 
millennial period itfelf fhall give the decifion. I wifh you, my 
fon, carefully to examine this controverfy, when opportunity fhall- 
occur. From the examination, you will find many paflages of 
{feripture which fem to favour both fides of the queftion. But 
whether yon will be able fatisfactorily to determine for yourfelf, 
on which fide the truth is really to be found, I prefume not to fay. 
That the church will enjoy a thoufand years’ reign of Chrift, 
either literal or purely fptritual, before the end of probationary 
time, and when its limits will be greatly extended, cannot, it is 
believed, be reafonably queftioned. Glorious, joyful period! 
With what affurance and joy may, we anticipate that bleffed 
reign? Lord, haften it in its own time. 

The zeal difcovered by many Chriftians, in this period, for the 
fpread of the gofpel, their diligence in difperfing copies of this 
blefled book where it was not enjoyed, and the cheerful facrifice 
which they made of their property for this important purpofe, 
prefent to our view a noble example for imitation. And do Chrif- 
tians, at the prefent time, find no motive or encouragement to 
emulate the laudable zeal of the primitive friends of Jefus? Let 
the friends of Zion turn their attention to the ‘ poor Indians” of 
our weftern wildernefs, and contemplate their deftitute and mif- 
erable Qtuation, and be roufed to vigorous action. How many 
“ helplefs immortals” are there, of this defcription, led captive by 
Satan at his.pleafure, and perifhing for lack of vifion ; and how 
numerous are their brethren “ according to the flefh,” on the fron- 
tier 
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tier fettlements of the United States, who but feldom have it in their 
power to hear the joyful found of “ glad tidings,” and to enjoy the 
{pecial ordinances of the gofpel of the grace of God! How 
fhould we commiferate their fituation, and be incited, according to 
our feveral abilities, zealoufly to afford them relief, the means of 
falvation! For this, there is an open door; and what but a nar- 
row and contracted policy ; what but a diftruft in the promifes 
and providence of God; what but a fpirit of fupinenefs and crim- 
inal love of felf, will prevent any from availing themfelves of it.? 
The treafury is open to the accefs of all. Whofoever will may 
come and caft in of their abundance, or their pittance of fae 
mites ; nor oughtany to indulge the apprehenfion that the trea- 
fure they caft in, will not be faithfully appropriated to the diffu- 
fion of the favour of the Redeemer’s name, and to the glorious 
triumphs of his crofs. The hharveft is indeed plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. Will not alf, then, who have a heart for it, 
earneltly pray the Lord of the harvelt, that he would raife up 
and fend forth faithful labourers into his harveft ; and, to their 
prayers, add pecuniary aid for this important purpofe, as God 
hath profpered them? 

The idea, which feems by many to have been entertained in 
this century, that when Chriftian baptifm was adminittered, and 
the bifhop prayed over and laid his hands upon the head of 
the perfon baptized, his fins were forgiven and the fanctifying 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft were then conferred upon him, will prob- 
ably appear to you highly irrational and vifionary. Nor will 
you, probably, confider the fentiment lefs dangerous in its na- 
ture, and evil in its‘tendency. The fentiment, it is believed, is 
now generally exploded. But are not other fentiments, by many, 
embraced, with refpect to this fubje&, as really foreign from the 
truth, and which are likely to lead to a feries of conclufions and 
of condutt, injurious to the caufe of pure and experimental religion ? 
When it is confidered that repentance, with refpecé to adult perions, 
is to precede their baptifm, and that remiflion of fins is immediately 
confequent on repentance ; when it is confidered that we have no 
evidence that the children of any received baptifm, but of profef- 
fors of religion, or church members in the full extent of that ex- 
preflion, in the early times of Chriftianity ; when it is further con- 
fidered that many in this enlightened age receive baptifm, not on 
Ahe confideration that they are the fubjects of true and faving re- 

ntance, either in their own eftimation, or that of others; when 

it is confidered that, by many, the idea is fondly cherifhed, that 

baptifm is a converting ordinance, or that it is a fuitable and im- 

portant mean of converfion, and that fomething, called _/ncerity, is 

a fufficient qualification for the receiving of the ordinance ; in fine, 

‘when it is confidered that many plead for and avail themfelves of 
that human invention, the half way or baptifmal covenant, to procure 
baptifm 
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baptifm for their children, and, apparently, under the impreffion 
that baptifm will make them. Chriftians, or fome how or other, 
fuperinduce upon them fome ‘moral qualification, recommend 
them to God, and prepare them for eternal life : when thefe:things 
are confidered, fhould we not ceafe to wonder, that: Chriftiaps, in 
this century, in many inftances,, at leaft, fhould entertain the beet 
that the prayer and impofition of hands by the bifhop, on the head 
of a perfon, when baptifm was adminiftered to him, were effica- 
cious to the remiflion of his.fins, and to his receiving the fanétifying © 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft ?, When will this holy ordinance be.rightly 
underftood, duly eftimated, and properly regarded, in-the Chriftian 
church? When will Chriftians fee eye to eye, refpeating this im- 
portant fubje&, and {peak and prattife the fame thing ? > ae 
The practice of Chriftians in this century of, praying Ratedly 
three times a day, befides devoting a confiderable portion of their 
time to occafional prayer, however it may be thought to favour 
of fuperftition, is a pointed admonition and reproof, to moft_ peo- 
ple, who have the name of Chriftians, at the prefent day. How 
numerous are the families which do-not call upon God! And are 
there not many, even among thofe who profefs to be the friends 
of Chrift, from whofe dwellings neither the evening, nor the morn- 
ing facrifice afcends.to heaven? Alas! alas! how can /fuch Chrif- 
tians, how can fuch families expect to join in the employments of 
the heavenly world, as they can neither find time nor a difpofition to 
Maintain, in a focial manner, the worfhip of God on earth! How 
does it become prayerlefs families to remember, with fear and 
trembling to remember, that God will pour out his fury, not 
only upon the heathen, but upon fuch families as do not call upon 
his name ! . - that) 
Several other reflections, fuggefted by the review of this century, 
might be made, but as this letter is already protracted to an im- 
moderate length, they will be omitted. ‘l'o the holy keeping of 
the great Head of the church I now, my dear fon, commend yon, 
befeeching him to make this communication inftrumental to, your 
improvement in knowledge, and to the falvation of your precious 
foul. N— E, 


To be continued. 


— — EB & ae 
THOUGHTS ON PROVERBS. xxi.’ 7. 
For as he thinketh in his heart, fo is he. 


FEW paflages of fcripture have been more frequently per- 
verted, and made to fupport a fentiment farther from the defign 
of the holy Spirit, than this paflage from Solomon. | It is fre- 
| quently 
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quently quoted to fupport that unbounded liberality of fentiment, 
which is fo zealoufly contended for at the prefent day, It is faid 
that the paflage means, Jf a man fincerely think he is right, whatever 
bis opinions may be, he is rights that he is really, as be. thinks he it. 
Hence it is concluded, that it is fafe for allto believe and pradife accord- 
ing to their own judgment. In view of this conftruction, my afton- 
ifhment, that fuch a fentiment fhould be advocated by any, who 
pretend to believe the Bible, is equalled only by my furprife that 
the words of Solomon fhould be adduced to fupportit. = 
- This interpretation of the text is abfurd. To believe that thofe, 
whofe religious tenets are in direét oppofition, may be right, is to 
{fuppofe both fides of a contradiction may be true; and to affert 
that both fides of a contradiétion may be true, is the height of 
abfurdity. The above conftruétion of the words of Solomon 
fanctions all the herefy, fuperftition, and fanaticifm, which have 
overturned the peace ‘and order of fociety, and deitroyed the 
bodies and fouls of millions of the human race. | It fanétions 
athei{m, deifm, infidelity, and every abfurd and corrupt opinion, 
which has ever been embraced by ignorant and depraved mortals. 
Paul, before his converfion, verily thought he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jefus of Nazareth ; he felt himfelf 
tied in being exceedingly mad againft the church, and in 
inding and imprifoning the followers of Chrift. Was it right for 
him thus to do, becaufe he verily thought he ought to do it? Did 
hejuftify himfelf after his converfion ? So far from this, he declared 
himfelf the chief .of finners, the leafl of all faints, and as not fit 
to live becaufe he perfecuted the church. _ Were the Pharifees 
right in rejecting the Meffiah, and the Jews in putting him to 
death becaufe they verily thought they ought to do it? ‘The papifts, 
a few centuries fince, thought their happinefs in a future world 
would be in proportion to the number of proteftants they mur- 
dered ; and however abominable their crimes, they fuppofed if they 
fhould kill one heretic, or proteftant, it would atone for all their 
guilt. Are we to believe an opinion, which in its operation jufti- 
fies crimes of fuch a nature ? Which pronounces all the-abfurd 
and contradictory fentiments of men right, and juftifies that prac- 
tice, to which their fentiments have led? If not, then the fenti- 
ment, that all men are as right as they think themfelves to be, is 
abfurd and falfe. 

The above conftruétion of the paflage is as repugnant to the 
{criptures as to reafon. ‘The apoftle places herefy in that cata- 
logue of crimes,* which will exclude men from the kingdom of 
heaven, and he afferts there are damnable herefies. We are forbid- 
den to. receive any one into our houfes, or even bid him God 
fpeed, who holds not the dodrine of Chrift. We are required 
to contend earneltly for the faith, and to fhun every falfe way. 


From thefe injungtions of fcripture we muft conclude that it ts 
not 
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fot 4 Matter of indifference What 4 man believes. They dé hot 
‘comport with the feritiment, that’alf men ate-as right as they fap. 
pofe thernfelves to be. I need HOt further confute an opinion fo 
obvioufly abfurd, and contrary to both redfon and fcripture. How 
‘it fhould come to pafs that any fhould fuppofe that the words of 
Solomon fupport fiich a fentiment, it is difficult to conceive. ff 
any doubt can éxift refpecting the import of the paffage, when fepa. 
fated from the context, a view of thé connexion will imftantly 
remove it. sae 
The wifé man cautions again felf indulgence, againft avarice, 
and vifiting thofe, who are penurious. People wif to be thouphe 
genérous, and to make a fhew of their liberality, when they ate 
‘very parfimonious. ‘* Eat thou not thé bread of him, that Hath 
an evil eye, néither défire thou his dainty meats. For as he think- 
eth in his‘heart, {ots he. Eat and drink, faith he to thee, but his 
heart is not with thee.” The mouths of fome are full of kind- 
nefs, and their offers are generous ; but the language of their 
‘hearts doés not correfpond with that of their lips. They are the 
beft pleafed, whén we compliment their generofity, anid’ decline 
‘their iivitation. We fhould form an errdréous opinion of fitch 
meh, Were We fo determine their charaéters from their appearance 
in the view of men. Hence as a man thinketh in his heart, f6 is 
he. If he have a covetous difpofition, he ‘is a covetous man, 
whatever fhew he may make of his liberality. A man’s feal’char- 
acter is not as he imagines it, but, according to the thoughts of 
his heart; his true chata&er muft’ be denominated from the 
thoughts of his heart, and not from’ his outward condué. + 
1 - EXPOSITOR. 


~ 


CAS RRE BBLS te owen ae. 5 baw 
Jf you, think the following inflance of “ Striking. Submiffion to the Divine 
_ Will,” will be ufeful, you are at liberty to publifh it in your ufeful 


agazine. 





IN the town of , in the ftate of N. H. lived a woman by 
the name of H. R. who till a few years before her death had no 
extraordinary impreffions on her mind, I think it was about two 
or three years before her death, fhe heard of the death of one of 
her brothers. This was inftrumental of.calling up her attention 
to divine things, and hopefully ended in a found converfion. Her 
hope, however, was very {mall till in the {pring of 1801, when fhe 
was taken with a lingering, painful ficknefs ; through which her 
hope appeared, by {mall degrees, to increafe, till in the month of 
February following. As I was then about to leave the neigh- 
bourhood for a few days, I hada defire once more to vifit her, and 

inquire 
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inquire for her welfare... Avccordingly on Monday, I think in the 
latter part of February; 1 went. » After bidding her good morn- 
ing, 1 afked her how fhe felt under her trials? , With a {mile the 
anfwered, “* Why Mr. — I have no trials.” I atked her, Wheth- 
er fhe had not fome,defire to get well? She anfwered, “ No,” 
I then afked if the did not wifh to die? She replied, “ No.” Then_ 
1 afked her, as fhe appeared.to have no with to live or die, What 
it was the did with for? She replied, “‘ She wifhed to be juft where 
God would bave her,’? She then burft into a flood of tears, and 
faid, ‘QO, I-muft have this bleffled Jefus,’? and then went.on in fuch 
a ftrain, as gave us a comfortable hope, that, out.of the abun- 
dance of her heart, her mouth fpake of the things of Chrift and his 
kingdom ; and as though the could not but fpeak the things the 
had feen and heard. Thus, to appearance, fhe continued refigned to 
the divine will; and in the moft tender manner converfed with 
her children and others, as ber ftrength allowed, from time to 
time, as.one who felt for their.immortal fouls: . And on the Fri- 
day following breathed out her foul, we truft, into. the arms of 
her dear Saviour, whofe -prefence fhe fo ardently longed for. I 
believe her extreme diffidence had for weeks, before her death pre- 
vented her from giving full vent tothe feelings of herheart. Her 
reafon was clear, and her patience great through all her fick- 
nefs. ) an : 


' —t D 3° D o-——— : 


THOUGHTS.ON ROMANS jx. 3. 


IT is principally owing to a want of a, benevolent fpirit, that 
we find fo much difficulty.in underftanding the benevolent duties 
and doétrines of the gofpel.... We ought,to\-read the Bible with 
good and honeft hearts, which is very neceflary in order to under- 
ftand the true meaning of the infpired writers... And this is more 
efpecially neceflary, when we,.attend to, that noted expreflion of 
the apoftle Paul in.the ninth of .Romans,' which bas given much 
trouble, not only to common. readers, but to \learned -expofitors., 
The paflage referred to is,that.in which,he fays,.“ For I covsp 
WISH .THAT MYSELF. WERE, ACCURSED FROM CHRIST, FOR M¥ 
BRETHREN, MY KINSMEN ACCORDING TO. THE: FLRSH.” ' 

Here. the.firh thing, to be confidered is, the import.of the apof- 
tle’s with, .Some.fuppofe, by|the phrafe, “ 1 could. with that my- 
felf:were aceusfed. from Chrifi;”’ the apoftle meant to refer to his, 
former feclings, before he embraced the gofpel, and. therefore 
would read the text, thps,:\.“¢ 1 did with that myfelf,were accurfed. 
from Chrift.”” .To, confirm, this fenfe, they /allege,) that the orig- 
inal will bear.this conftruaion. But fuppofing the Greek word 
would. bear to be rendered in the paf tenfe as well as, the prefent.s: 
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yet the latter’ part of the'verfe' forbids fucka tranflation. For 
though the apoftle might, in his fomer zeal and oppofition to the 
gofpel, ‘with himlelf accurfed from'Chrift, yet there is no reafon to 
think, that’he then wifhed this; ** for his brethren, his kinfmen ac. 
cording to the flefh.”~ Some, however, would foften his with, by 
fappofing he meant to'fay, that “ he could be willing to be accur/- 
ed, that'ts, to be /eparated, or excommunicated from the church of 
Chrift, if that would promote and ‘fecure the falvation of the Jews, 
But this appears to be a mere evafion, rather than a fair and fober 
explanation of the text. Though the Jewifh church did fometimes' 
anathematize or excommunicate unworthy members, yet there is 
no ground to’ immagine, that the apoftle meant no more by being 
accurfed from Chrift, than barely being caft out of the church, for 
the fake of faving the Jewifh nation. He undoubtedly uttered a 
more noble and benevolent wifh, than a mere willingnefs to be ex- 
éommunicated, ‘without any fault, from the church of Chrift, to 
prevent the everlafting ‘ruin, and promote the everlafting happi- 
nefs‘of millions of his unbelieving brethren. The queftion, then, 
returns, What did he mean by faying, “I could with that myfelf 
were accurfed from Chrift for my brethren, my kinfmen according 
to the fleth ?”. The anfwer is plain. He intended to exprefs that 
pure, difinterefted; and ardent-benevolence for his own nation, 
which his words moft naturally mean. He meant to fay, that he 
could fincerely with to be feparated from Chrift and all good for- 
ever, if that could effectually prevent the eternal ruin of his finful 
and unbelieving nation. This is not only the plain meaning of 
his words feparably ‘confidered, but the meaning which the con- 
text conftrains us to put upon them. ‘They ftand intimately con- 
nected with the four preceding verfes, which are thefe: “1 am 
perfuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor‘thing's prefent, ‘nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature fhall be able to /eparate us from 
the love of God,: which is in Chrift Jefus our’ Lord. I fay the 
truth in Chrift, I lie not; my confetence alfo bearing me witnefs in 
the Holy Ghoft, that f have great heavinefs and continual forrow 
in my heart. For I could wifh that myfelf were accurfed from 
Chrift for my brethren,-my kinfmen according to the flefh.”” ‘This 
was as much' ds to fay, * though Iam fally affured that I am cor- 
dially united'to Chrift, and nothing can ever feparate me from him ; 
yet I have fitch a tender and compaffionate concern for my ‘poor, 
perifhing nation, that I could be willing that my own union to 
Chrift and: title to happinefs might be diffolwed, if fuch’a factifice’ 
of’ my own ‘eternal good might be the: méans of their union’ to 
Chrift and° énjoyment of heaven. And this’ with P folemaly de-’ 
clare’ is agreeable to the digtates of my confeience and the real 
feelings of my heart:””) When the apoftle {peaks with fo much de- 
ijberation and folemnity, we mutt fuppofe he means to fpeak plain- 

ly, 
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ly, without the leaft ambiguity or difguife. And if we can be- 
lieve his declaration and underftand his meaning when he means 
to be underftood, there can.be no doubt but that his benevolent 
wifh contained a fincere willingnefs, to give up his own eternal 
good, for the fake of promoting the eternal good of his own na 
t10n. | 

Now, taking his with in this moft natural, benevolent, and im- 
portant fenfe, it will appear altogether reafonable and proper, from 
the following confiderations : 

In the frit place, it is agreeable to his benevolent charaéter, af- 
ter he became a true difciple of Chrift.. He began and continued his 
Chriftian courfe in thefpirit of pure benevolence and felfdenial. He | 
regarded the good of others above his own eafe,intereft, and repu- 
tation. He tells us he began his miniftry in the felf denying fpir- 
it of the gofpel. When it pleafed God, who feparated me from 
my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace to reveal his Son 
in me, that I might preach him among the heathen ; immediately 
I conferred not with flefh and blood.” By embracing and preach- 
ing the gofpel, he facrificed the love, the friendfhip, and the pat- _ 
ronage of thofe who fent him with letters to Damaicus, to deftroy 
all who profeffed to be Chriftians. This was no {mall facrifice for 
a young man to make, who ftood fo high in the efteem of the firft 
men in the nation, and who had fuch flattering profpeéts prefented 
to his view. But this was but the beginning of his felf denial and 
fuffering in the caufe of Chrift and for the good of fouls.» He 
performed more labours, endured more hardfhips, and fuffered 
more perfecutions, than any other preacher of the gofpel ever did. 
Hear his own humble comparifon between himfelf and other min- 
ifters of Chrift. ‘ Are they minifters of Chrift, I am more; in la- 
bours more abundant, in ftripes above meafure, in prifons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty 
ftripes fave one: thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I ftoned, 
thrice I fuffered fhipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep, in journeyings often, in perils of water, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils of the city, in perils in the wildernefs, in perils in the fea, 
in perils among falfe brethren,in wearinefs and painfulnefs,in watch- 
ings often, in hunger and thirft, in faftings often, in cold and nak- 
ednefs.” Thus he gave up his temporal good for the honour of 
- Chrift and the falvation of finners ; and might he not, yea, ought he 
not to be willing to give uphis eternal good, fromthe fame motives? 

In the next place, the apoftle’s wifh appears to be agreeable to the 
characters and feelings of other good men, Abraham felt and ex- 
prefled the fame felf denial, when he freely offered up his only and 
beloved fon Haac as a burnt offering to God; which was, per- 
haps, a greater trial of real benevolence, than it would have been 
to give up his own life. Mofes chofe to fuffer affliction with 
Vol. V.. No. 6. D p and 
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and for the people of God, rather than to live in the court and 
fill the throne of Egypt. And when God appeared about to de- 
firoy his people, he prayed that his name might be blotted out 
of the book of life, if that could prevent their ruin. Shadrach, 
Mefhach, and Abednego fubmitted to be thrown imto the burning 
fiery furnace, to do honour to God, and promote the true religion 
in the pagan world. Daniel chofe tobe caft into the den of lions, 
rather than deny his God and renounce his worfhip. Paul fays 
to the Chriftians at Rome, “ Greet Prifcilla and Aquila my help- 
ers in Chrift Jefus, who for my life laid down their own necks: 
unto whom not only I give thanks, but alfo all the churches of the 
Gentiles.”? Thefe, and all other fincere martyrs for the truth, felt 
and exprefied the very fame fpirit which Paul expreffed in his 
with. ‘There is no other difference than only the degree of benev- 
olence exprefled. But Paul’s wifh was no more difproportioned 
to the motive of ‘it, than that of Mofes, or that of any other per- 
fon, who wifhed to promote the greater good of others, at the 
expenfe of his own. 

In the third place, the apoftle’s wifh was agreeable to the fpirit 
and conduct of Chrift. He acted out as much benevolence and 
felf denial, at leaft, as the apoftle exprefled in his wifh. “ Ye 
know, (fays he) the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that though 
he was rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.”” And he fays the fame to the Philippi- 
ans that he had faid to the Corinthians. “ Let this mind be in 
you which was alfo in Chrift Jefus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made himfelf 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a fervant, and 
was made in the likenefs of men: and being found in fafhion as 
a man, he humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the crofs.” It was aftonifhing felf abafement and 
felf denial in Chrift, to leave the kingdom of glory, and come into 
this world in fafhion as a man, and in the form of a fervant, and 
in that condition to obey his parents, to fubmit to magiftrates, 
to labour, and travel, and preach, and fuffer hunger, poverty, 
and wearinefs ; to be contemned, reviled, buffetted, crucified, and 
flain. It was a far greater expreffion of benevolence and felf 
denial for Chrift, under fuch circumftances, to fuffer and die 
for this finful and perifhing world, than it was for Paul to be 
willing to give up his life and happinefs for the life and happi- 
nefs of his brethren. He did but follow, at a great diftance, 
the example of Chrift, in his benevolent wifh for the falvation 
of the Jews. He only felt and expreffed fomething of that love 
for his brethren, which Chrift felt and exprefled for him, and 
for all the human race. 

The propriety of the apoftle’s with will appear, if we confider, 
im the fourth place, that it was agreeable to the fpirit and oa 
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dua of the ‘kind Parent of the univerfe. God is love, and his 
love is altogether difinterefted. His eternal purpofe of creating 
and redeeming the world flowed from pure benevolence. He 
might:have made and governed a world of perfectly holy crea- 
tures, without fubjecting a ingle individual to pain or punifhment. 
It was owing, therefore, to lis difinterefted love, that he formed a 
plan, which fhould involve fo many men and angels in endlefs 
ruin, and which fhould fubjeé Chrift, his dear Son, to all the pains 
and reproach he endured in his life, and in his death on the crofs. 
Chrift fays, “ God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whofoever believeth inchim fhould not perifh, : 
but have everlafting life.” Paul fays, “ God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that while we were yet finners Chrift died for 
us.” And the apoltle John fays, “ Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, becaufe he laid down his-life for us; and we ought to 
lay down our livés for the brethren.” God did more for Paul © 
in giving his Son todie for him, than he could have done for his 
brethren in giving up his eternal good for theirs. His wifh was 
no more than being merciful as his Father in heaven was merci- 
ful, in the whole fcheme of redemption. eS 

It may be further obferved, in the fifth place, that the apoftle’s 
wifh was a proper one, becaufe it was agreeable to the law of love. 
This law requires every one to love God with all his heart, and 
his neighbour as himfelf. That is to fay, it requires every one to 
exercife difinterelted benevolence towards all beings according to 
their worth and importance in the fcale of exiftence. Now, the 
falvation of thoufands and millions of the Jews was an objec of 
ira Magnitude and importance, than the perfonal falvation of 

aul. If he could, therefore, have faved fo many fouls, by facri- 
ficing his own, the law of love would certainly have required it. 
And though he could nor do this, yét the law of benevolence re- 
quired him to wifh to do it, were it poffible to be done. There 
was, therefore, the fame propriety in his wifh to facrifice his ev- 
erlafting good, for the everlafting good of the multitude of his 
brethren, as there was for his being willing to {pend and be fpent 
for the falvation of thofe to whom he preached the gofpel. 

Finally, the propriety. of the apoftle’s wifh appears from the 
doftrine of felt denial, which Chrift abundantly inculcated upon 
all his followers. It was his common faying, “ If any will come 
after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs, and follow 
‘me. For whofoever will fave his life fhall lofe it, and whofoever 
will lofe his life for my fake fhall find it.” Luke tells us, 
“There went out great multitudes with him; and he turned and 
faid unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father 
and mother, and wife and children, and brethren and fifters, yea, 
and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple. So, likewife, 
whofoever he be of you that. forfaketh not all that he hath, he — 
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cannot be my difciple.” Paul’s wifh was in perfect eorrefpon- 
dence with thefe precepts of Chrift and the whole tenor of the 
gofpel. It was a truly pious, benevolent, and reafonable with, 
which he will never have occafien to recal-or regret to all eter. 
nity. If any reader fhould believe the foregoing obfervations 
upon the import and propriety of the apoftle’s with, he will natu. 
rally reflect, that he muft poffefs the fame benevolent {fpirit, in 
order to enjoy God and all good in the kingdom of heaven. 
PHILONOUS. 








Selections. 


ON. PROVIDENCE. 


LET us examine the providence of God towards his church. 
He defigns to difplay his fovereignty, holinefs, grace, &c. and to 
convince men that the atonement of Chrift and the fanétifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit are abfolutely neceflary, in order.to 
falvation. 

loubtlefs, the angels were aftonifhed at Satan’s fuccefs again 

our firft parents; and more fo at the promife that was given 

ret that the feed of the woman fhould bruife the ferpent’s 
ead, 

The almoft univerfal apoftafy before the flood difplayed the 
depravity of human nature; and the deluge demonftrated the 
awful juftice of God. The apoftafy after the flood proved that 
judgments cannot reclaim, much lefs convert, finners. As God 
did not intend a fecond deftruétion of all mankind, he proceeded to 
call Abraham, that in him and his pofterity the knowledge of 
the true God might be preferved. To render his grace and 
power the more ifuftrious, he felected him out of a people who 
were violently addicted to idolatry; from which this father of 
the faithful does not appear to have been quite free. 

Conftant intercourfe with idolaters is the ready way to become 
fuch. Wherefore, God commanded Abraham to forfake his coua- 
try, and dwell in Canaan; and for the fame reafon fixed his fet- 
tling there ; commanding bim to dwell in tents, which rendered 
his removal from one part of the country to another eafy, and 
therefore frequent. ‘The wifdom of this direction appears from the 
hiftory of Lot, who fixed his refidence in Sodom, where the mor- 
als of all his family were totally corrupted. : 

However, dwelling in tents would only do for the rude and 
early ages of the world, when population was comparatively fmall, 


and the number of the redeemed béfore Chrift, would be limited 
to 
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to only a few individuals at a time. Moreover, the worfhippers 
of the true God would be too few to prepare the Gentiles for re- 
ceiving the gofpel, which was a very principal end of the calling 
the Jews. 

+ re polterity could not increafe to a nation while they - 
dwelt in Canaan. Some retreat muft therefore be provided, 
where they might dwell fafely, and multiply rapidly. Egypt 
was fixed upon for that purpofe. In Egypt they were in danger 
of being incorporated with the Egyptians, and perverted to their 
idolatry. This was prevented by the barbarous treatment they 
received. . 

To imprefs the Ifraelites with a dread of idolatry, the Canaan- 
ites were devoted to deftruction ; and to hinder them from forming 
connexions with their neighbours, which might prove injurious to 
their religion, various laws were given, for the exprefs purpofe of 
feparating them from ‘all the other nations; and God never failed 
to punifh them feverely whenever they introduced the worfhip of 
ftrange gods, however patiently he might bear avith their other 
provocations, that they might be faithful depofitaries of the truth, 
for the benefit of the world, though they appear fometimes to 
have derived but little benefit from it themfelves. 

The four great monarchies, by fcattering the Jews over at 
leaft half the known world, ferved to inform the heathen that an 
illuftrious perfonage fhould be born, who would be a blefling to 
all mankind; and the tranflation of the fcriptures into k, 
which was almoft a univerfal language, put them in pofleffion of 
all the information concerning the Meffiah that the Jews them- 
felves had obtained. An expectation of the Meffiah’s appearance 
being thus excited, he was born in the fulnefs of time. 

The deftruction of Jerufalem, the judgments which have pur- 
fued the Jews ever fince, and the calamities which overthrew the 
Roman empire, fhew us the danger of oppofing Chrift, and per- 
fecuting his people. : 

The Roman Catholic and Mahometan apoftafies demonftrate 
the neceflity of the Holy Spirit’s agency ; for the gofpel itfelf, 
though clear and luminous as a fun beam, will be eclipfed and ex- 
tinguifhed if unfupported by his almighty-power; and the very 
extenfive apoltafy, after religion had flourifhed to an unexampled 
degree, (which appears to be foretold in the twentieth chapter of 
Revelations) will furnifh the laft and moft convincing proof of it ; 
and then the general judgment will difclofe every fecret, and rec- 
tify every feeming defect. 

Redemption. is an amazing fubjec&t! It exercifes all the attri- 
butes of Deity at work! To atchieve it, the world was made ; 
and all the wheels of providence move in fubferviency to it. How 
much are we indebted to the Bible! The very infidel who fcorns 
it,-owes to it the little knowledge that he has. Our forefathers 

: were 
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awere as barbarous as other heathens ; and we are indebted to the 
Bible for all the advantages we poflefs. Let us bind it toour © | 
hearts, and make it our chamber counfellor. - | 

Let us now examine the hiftory of Jofeph, which will convince * 
us that God pays as much attention to the welfare of individual — 
believers, as to that of the church ; that he has clofely linked the 
welfare of the church and of private Chriftians together; and that 
he exactly adapts a perfon for the work he defigns him to perform, 

The family of Jacob muft go down into Egypt, yet not be 
incorporated with the Egyptians, and have a. portion of land allot. 
ted them, capable of containing an immenfe multitude of per. 
fons ; and Jofeph mnf go down thither to execute the gracious 
intentions of God; his brethren ,were therefore permitted to fell 
him. If he had continued in Potiphar’s family, he might indeed 
have been faved himfelf, yet could not have acted the important part 
which was allotted him. Such is the infirmity of human nature, 
that the amazing dignity and power to which he was fuddenly ele. 
wated would have made him proud, and proved injurious to his 
piety, had he not been firft feverely difciplined in the fchool of ad- 
verfity. During his imprifonment in the dungeon, he acquired a 
large ftock of true wifdom. ‘The imprifonment, dreams, &c. of 
Pharach’s butler and baker, were the means of delivering him 
from prifon. Yet, had he been fet at liberty merely by the butler’s 
intereft, he would have moved in an humble fphere, or rifen to 
preferment by flow degrees. Pharaoh’s dream, his interpretation 
ef it, and the excellent advice which he gave, caufed him to be 
looked up to as fuperior to the common race of men. The famine 
fent the Ifraelites to him; and he was now furnifhed with fuff- 
cient wifdom and power to difpofe of them properly. | 

We fee that God makes ufe of the fins of men as well as of their 
virtues ; yet this does not excufe the finner. He is punifhed for 
the fin he committed; and God is glorified for bringiag good out 
of it. 
. Let us learn to. be fatisfied with our condition. Amidfall | 
the numberlefs and important affairs of heaven and earth, God 
pays particular attention to the meaneft of his people! Every 
ene is in the beft place for getting good. 
) | [£van. Mag. 


ee TS 
ANSWER TO A QUERY. 


Jo an Editor. 
SIR, | 
PERMIT me to fuggeft a few thoughts for the ferious confid- 
gration of a Querift, who fubfcribes himfelf A Seeker after Sal- 
| | vation,” 
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vation.” His Query, to which I here allude, is thus ftated :—~ 

is What are the duties incumbent on man, in a natural flate, in or- 

_ der to acquire an experimental knowledge of the gofpel of falvation ?”” 

 Anexperimental knowledge of the gofpel is certainly an obje& of 

the higheft importance; and he is the wifeft and happieft man who 
has attained, through divine grace, the cleareft perceptions of that | 
way of falvation, from which the gofpel derives all its importance 
and glory. ‘The propofer of the above Query feems to be 
fully fatisfied as to the /atter of thefe points. He confefles 
the neceflity of experimentally knowing the gofpel of falvation ; 
but he affumes, that this infinite bleffing is to be acquired by the 
erformance of duties ; and that man, in a natural ftate; is capa- 
ble of difcharging them. His only queftion of difficulty is, 

“ What are thefe wonder-working duties?’ Now, Sir, as I am 

perfuaded you have but few correfpondents who could meet our 

inquirer upon his own terms, and as fome quettions are beft an- 

{wered by propofing others, I would take the liberty of requefting 

his unbiaffed attention to the following particulars : 

Firft, What is the feriptural import of the defcriptive terms 
here ufed, ** Man in a natural ftate 2” Is it not that he is a finner 
fallen from God by original fin? that he is altogether ignorant 
of divine things ? that he is at enmity with God in the appointed 
medium of falvation ? that he is enflaved by error and his own 
carnal, bafe paflions? that he has neither will nor power to perform 
holy exercifes? that, as a natural man, not believing in Chrift, his 
very beft facrtfices are bad and abominable in the fight of God ? 
How appofite to our purpofe is the thirteenth article of our eftab- 
lifhed church? “ Works,” fays that article, * done before the grace 
of Chrift and the infpiration of this Spirit, are not pleafant to 
God, forafmuch as they {pring not of faith in Fefus Chrif, neither 
do they make men meet to receive or deferve grace ; and as they 
are not done as God hath willed and commanded, they have 
the nature of fin.” 

Secondly, If this account of man in his natural, or unregenerate 
fiate, be fcripturally accurate, on what ground can it be, for a mo- 
ment, admitted that there is any po/fidility of his performing fpiritual 
and acceptable duties? Yor thofe duties, which are to acquire an 
experimental knowledge of falvation, fo far from having the nature 
of fin, in the fenfe here underftood, and fo far from being unpleaf- 
ant to God, they muft be fpiritual and acceptable ; and muft 
deferve, and make men meet to receive his grace. Thefe 
will be the natural confequences of the fentiment evidently 
contained in the Query of your correipondent: a fentiment 
Which, wherever it obtains, muft derogate from the glory of the 

’ gofpel, and tend to the moft dangerous and fatal miltakes as to 
the ground of a finner’s juftification. Who does not fee that, vd 
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gwere as barbarous as other heathens ; and we are indebted to t), 


Bible for all:the advantages we poifefs. Let, us bind it to ou; 
hearts, and make it our chamber countellor. 

Let us now examine the hiftory of Jofeph, which will Sonyince 
us that God pays. as much attention to. the welfare of individu: il 


\ believers, as to that of the church ;. th 1at he has clofely linked the 


welfare of the church and of private Chriftians togethers and that 
he exactly adapts a perfon for the work he defigns him to perform. 
The family of Jacob mult go down, into Egypt, . yet- not b: 


. incorporated with the Eg gyptians, and have a portion of Tand, allor- 


ted them, capable of containing an immenie multitude of per- 


fons ; and Jofeph mult: go down’ thither to. execute .the- graciou 


intentions of. God ;; his: brethren .were therefore permitted to fel! 
him. Ifhe had continued i in Potiphar’s family, he might indeed 


: \have been faved himfelf, yet could not have acted the important part 


which was allotted him. Such i is the, infirmity of human nature, 
that the amazing dignity and poy er to which he was faddenly cle. 


_ wated would have, made him proud,, and proved injurious to his 


piety, had he not been firlt feverely difciplined i in the fchool of ad- 


-verfity. . During his, imprifonment in the dungeon, he acquired a 


large ftock of true wifdom, The imprifoument,. dreams, &c. of 
Pharach’s butler and baker, were the means of delivering him 
from prifon. Yet, had he been fet at liberty merely by the butler’s 


-intereft, he would have moved in an humble {phere, of rifen to 


preferment by flow degrees. Pharaoh’s dream, his i interpretation 
ef it, and the akcellent advice which he gave, caufed him-to be 
looked up to as fuperior to the commonrace of men. ‘The famine 
fent the Ifraelites to him; and he was now furnifhed with fufli- 
cient wifdom and power to difpofe of them properly. . 

. We fee that God makes ufe of the fins of men as well as of thei: 
virtues ; yet this does not excufe the finner. He is punifhed_fo: 
the fin he ‘committed ; and God is glorified for bringisg good out 
of it. 

Let us learn to be fatisfied with our condition. _Amidft all 
the numberlefs and important affairs of heaven and earth, God 
pays particular attention to the meanelt of his people! ' Every 


pine is in the beft place for getting good. : 
f Evan. Mag 
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vation.”? 421s Query, to which I here allude, is thus ftated :— 
« Whai,are the dutics incumbent on man, in a natural flate, in or- 
der.to acquire an experimental knowledge of the gofpel of falvation ?” 
Anexperimental knowledge of the gofpel is certainly an obje& of 
the; higgelt importance ;and he is the wifeft and happieft man who 
hagattaaned, through divine grace, the cleareft perceptions of that 
way, of falvation, from which the gofpel derives all its importance 


and glory: , The »propofer. of the above Query feems to be. 


fully, fatisfied as to. the /atter. of thefe points. He confeffes 
the neceflity of experimentally knowing the gofpel of falvation ; 
but he aflumes, that this infinite blefling is to be acquired by the 
performance of duties ; and that man, i a natural tate, is capa- 
ble of. difcharging them. His only queftion of difficulty is, 
“ What.are. thele wonder-working duties ?’? Now, Sir, as [ am 
perfuaded. you have but few correfpondents who could meet our 
inquirer. upon his own terms, and as fome queftions are beft an- 


{wered by propofing others, I would take the liberty of requefting 


his anbiafled attention to the following particulars : 

Firft, What is the fcriptural import of the defcriptive terms 
here ufed, “ Man in a natural ftate ?”’ Is it not that he is a finner 
fallen from God by original fin? that he is altogether ignorant 
of divine things? that he is at enmity with God in the appointed 
medium of, falvation ? that he is enflaved by error and his-own 
carnal, bafe paflions? thathe has neither wi/! nor power to perform 
holy exercifes? that, as a natural man, not believing in Chrilt, his 
very beft facrifices are bad and abominable in the fight of God ? 
How appofite to our, purpofe is the thirteenth article of our eftab- 
lifhed church? “ Works,” fays that article, * done before the grace 
of Chrift and the infpiration of this Spirit, are not pleafant to 
God,forafmuch as they {pring not of faith in Fefus Chrift, neither 
do they,make men meet to receive or deferve grace ; and as they 
are not.done as God hath willed and commanded, they have 
the, nature of jin.” | thy 

Secondly, If this account of man.in his natural, or unregenerate 
tate, be fcripturally accurate, on what ground can it be, for a mo- 
ment, admitted that there is any po/ibilily of ‘his performing fpiritual 
and. acceptable duties? For thofe duties, which are to acguire an 
experimental knowledge of falvation, fo far from having the nature 
of fin, in he fenfe here underltood, and fo far from being unpleaf: 
ant to God, they mult be fpiritual and acceptable ; and mu 
deferve, and .make men. meet to receive his grace. Thefe 
will, sbe the natural confequences of the fentiment evidently 
contained in the Query of your correfpondent: a fentiment 
which, wherever it obtains, muft derogate from the glory of the 
gofpels and‘iténd to the molt dangerous and fatal miftakes as to 
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the wifdom and diligence of unholy men are to.be employed in 
acquiring the bleffings of falvation, as in the affairs of commerce ; 
who dves not fee, that in this cafe the death of Jefus is made a 
vain oblation, that the mfluences of the Spirit are difcarded, and 
that it can no longer be faid, Salvationis of grace, and not of works ? 

Surely, there would be no lefs propriety in afking what duties 
are incumbent on the dead to make themfelves alive? or, what du- 
tiés are incumbent on the rock, to make itfelf fenfitive? Certain. 
ly, there would be juft as much propriety in thefe queftions as in 
alking what duties are incumbent on wicked men to make them/felves 
Chriftians ?_ I hope, Sir, none of your readers will angrily exclaim, 
Thefe are high Calviniftic fentiments! What! are not finners in 
general called upon to read and hear? moft certainly, and believe 
the word of God; but fuch exclamations are too common with 
many who profefs to know the gofpel, when the fovereign honours 
of that gofpel are fully afferted, and faithfully vindicated againt 
the prevalence of pharifaical pride. However, the writer of this 
paper, not pretending to be in the fecret of God’s decrees, has no 
fellowfhip with thofe who talk of preaching the gofpelto none 
but the eleé& ; nor with thofe who declaim about the do@rines of 
grace in a ftyle that encourages the hope of a difpenfation from 
duty.. But, deeply convinced that pharifaical pride is not lefs 
the bane of the gofpel than practical Antinomianifm, he would 
call the attention of your numerous readers to this momentous 
truth, That the molt accurate and perfe& performance of religious 
duties, affords no more hope of falvation than the molt daring 
and defperate of crimes. 

To thofe who aik, in fcripture language, “ What muft we do 
to be faved ?””—in_ {fcripture language we reply, ‘‘ Believe in the 
Lord Jefus, and thou fhalt be faved.” Here the “ experimental! 
knowledge of the gofpel of falvation” muft take its date. From 
hence the fpiritual and acceptable performance of duty mutt 
take its rife. Our obedience and our happinefs are commentur- 
ate with our believing: they are the infeparable companions and 
effential confequences of it. The true believer, therefore, does 
not derive his experience from his duties, but his zeal in du- 
ty from his experience. His faith in Chrift, and his fenfe of the 
infinite love of Chrilt, keep him low at his feet, powerfully animate 
him in his fervice, and unfpeakably exalt him in communion with 
bis glory. All other experience is delufion, ‘all other zeal in the 
a at of duty is either hypocrify or pharifaifm. 
OBSERVATOR. 

[Evan. Mag. 
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A 


FRAGMENT OF A VISION. 


« ONCE more Eugenia,” faid my celeftial guide, with as much 
cotmplacency and f{weetnefs as' could poflibly thine in an angel’s face, 
‘once more will I bear thee hence ; and. to thy wondering fight 
prefent a fairer profpe@ of the unbounded love of Chrilt, -manifeft- 
ed to the fons of men. Thus far my commiflion extends ; and 
then I leave thee.” With humble fubmiffion I bowed affent, my 
heart glowing with delight at the pleafing reflection of being 
indulged with a ftiil nearer view of the exhauftlefs treafures of 
mercy and grace continually flowing from the wounded fide of my 
blefled Lord. “Is it poflible,” exclaimed I, “ under a felf abafing 
view of my unworthineis, will yet my heavenly conduétor conde- 
{fcend to comply with the inquifitive defires and inclinations of one 
fo undeferving ?’ ‘I am but a creature, and fervant of the fame 
Matter with thee,” replied he; “then ceafe to wonder and know 
this, that it is the delight and happinefs of the angels of light to 
be the miniftering attendants on thofe that are the fealed of the 
Lord.” Silenced at the gentle reproof, I prepared for flight ; 
and, encircled in the arms of my refulgent guide, mounted aloft, 
borne on the floating beams of the funs With ineredible fwiftnefs 
we traverfed the regions of ether; and with no lefs than angelic 
{peed alighted on the fertile plains of India. 

“ Here obferve,’’ faid Serenus, “the different objects that may 
arreft thy fight.”” [looked; and with amazement beheld innumer- 
able crowds of the fwarthy inhabitants of Hindooftan celebrating an 
idolatrous feftival. The-barbarous tites, the horrible clangour and 
confufion, with the dreadful fuperftition of the poor, blinded vota- 
ties, difplayed to my imagination a fcene that rent my heart and fill- 
ed my breatt with forrow and tumult. 1 beheld with anguifh their 
lamentable ftate, | pitied them; and nought but pity could | beftow. 
My attentive ears were pained with the loud and noify babblings 
of the multitude; my eyes, wearied at the unwelcome fight, volun- 
tarily turned afide. Then 1 faid in my heart, “Turn them, O 
Lord, and they fhall be turned!” then fhall this dreary “ defert 
bloffom as the.rofe.” Serenus, perceiving my diltrefs, faid, in ac- 
cents that fpake comfort to my foul, “ Be not difquieted, thou. 
fearful.one ; yet a little while ‘and thou thalt fee of the glory of 
God and be fatisfied ; but now direét thy fight to the banks of the 
ferpentine Ganges, ‘Tell me, Eugenia, is there any thing thither. 
ward to attract your attention?” I beheld, and, to my forrow, 
the profpect was not of a more pleafing nature than the preced- 
ing. I could have wept; but tears would avail me nothing. 
Willingly would I have fhed even tears of blood, to have convinc- 
ed the throng of the error of their ways. I wifhed to invite them 
to the fountain that cleanfeth from fin and uncleannefs, inftead of 
Vol. V. No. 6. Es beholding 
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beholding them reverence and adore the waters that at the laft 
day fhall be dried up. The feeble cries of the helplefs infants, 
whe in vain ftruggled againft the fwellings of the flood, were as 
daggers to my brealt! ‘ And are the inhuman parents fo delud- 
ed,” cried I, “ as to believe that in drowning their offspring they are 
performing a righteous deed?’ “ Even fo,” replied Serenus. 

Pity the Heathen world, thou Sovereign Ruler of the univerfe! 
How long fhall the prince of darknefs reign, and not be confound- 

ed? When wilt thou pluck thy lilies from among the thorns of 
this barren wildernefs? Haften the happy period, thou bleffed 
Immanuel! My heart thus prayed in filence. Serenus, acquaint- 
ed with its inmoft recefles, gently lifped “ Amen.” The ruftling 
breezes long retained the found, and on the furface of the Ganges 
iwiftly flew the whifpering echo. 

My angelic guide, now willing to revive my drooping {pirits, 
fiznified his intention of proceeding. Accordingly we direéted 
our courfe towards the lowly habitation of a poor Hindoo. We 
entered invifibly ; and found him emaciated with difeafe, and 
ftretched on a bed of languifhing. Death had arrefted him ; but 
the foul, as if unwilling,to quit the body, ftill lingered to breathe 

the laft teltimony of Jefus? love. Around the bed ftood two or 
three men of mild deportment ;* and, to my joy, Serenus told 
me they were faithful labourers in this part of Chrift’s uncultivat- 
ed vineyard. I was delighted with their afliduous attention to 
the dying Indian ; and beheld how carefully they wiped away the 
cold and death like fweat that fat on his brow. Nature was faft 
decaying ; but each convulfive throb, or beating of the flutterin 
pulfe, {pread over his countenance a divine luftre that diffufed it- 
felf around, and kindled’ in the breaft-of each fpectator a fire of 
heavenly joy. 

I felt myfelf reanimated ; my heart glowed with gratitude to 
Him who had thus fo abundantly difpenfed his favours in this 
place ; every one feemed to partake of the love and joy that abode 
with the departing faint ; the unction of the Spirit was fhed abroad 
copioufly ! then I experienced the truth of the poet’s words : 


** The chamber where this Hindoo meets his fate 
Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life,—quite on the verge of heaven!” Younc. 


The chain of thoughts that naturally crowded on my mind 
was broken by the ftrugglings between death and nature. The 
quivering flame of life that had been nearly extinguifhed, now 
feemed to rekindle, and kindly gave the almoft breathlefs Indian 
an opportunity of telling the world that his Jefus was ftill faithful, 
though he was encompaffled about with the pains of diffolution. 
“I with,” faid he, fetching a deep figh, “I could impart to my 


dear 
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dear brethren in God half the joys I now experience! J was fick 
of love ; but my beloved Redeemer “ ftayed me with flagons and 
comforted me with apples.” Glory, glory, be to my heavenly 
Father, for fending the bieffed gofpel to fave.fuch an unworthy 
wretch asl ami I feel the arms of my Saviour entwined about 
me ; and though I am paffing through the deep waters, the bil- 
lows fhall not go over my head, neither will he fuffer me to fink.” 
After regaining a little breath, he again fpake :—“ May God 
abundantly bleis your labour of love, my deareft brethren {| Wheth- 
er my countrymen will hear er whether they will forbear, I befeech 
you not to relax in your endeavours to fave their fouls from death ! 
Tell them, | bowed to idols ; but did I put my truft in idols now, 
I fhould fink lower than the grave! Tell them, I performed the 
rites of the Ganges; but there is no water that cleanfeth from 
fin, befides the water of the river that “ proceedeth out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb! I would fay more, but 1 faint. 
I fhall foon fleep in Jefus: In his {miles Iam happy!” Here he 
refted ; and Serenus, having ftrengthened my fight, 1 beheld, with 
aftonifhment, the lean and ugly moniter death, grafping in his 
cold embrace the dying Indian ; {but I perceived he had loft his 
fting) to comfort him were radiant angels kindly fupporting 
his head, and pointing him upwards to the regions of boundlefs 
light. “ True it is,’ I exclaimed, “ bleffed are the dead that die 
in the Lordi” and as I fpake, the laft and dreadful conflié& with 
the world and fin was nearly over. With a faltering and tremu- 
lous voice the Indian breathed his laft farewel ; ‘and as the hap- 
py foul burft through the apertures of nature, “ Jefus, receive my 
{fpirit”? was heard to languifh on his tongue. Thus fled the im- 
mortal part, and left the body ftill in the cruel gripe of death. 
The viiion likewife fled; but yet the grateful recollection cheers 
my foul, and leaves behinda wifh to win a foul to Chrift. 


** The sultry climes of India then I’d choose ; 
There would I toil, aud sinners’ bonds unloose4 
There may I live, and draw my latest breath, - 
And in my Jcsus’ service,meet a stingless death !” 


TEMPO, 
{ Evan. Mag. 


—_——— ¢ ae 


THE PRESENT MOMENT IMPROVED. 


WHEN Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, was making great prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition into Italy, Cineas, the philofo- 
pher, took a favourable opportunity of addrefling him thus: 
** The Romans, Sir,’”’ faid he, “‘ are reported to be a warlike and 
victorious people ; but if God permit us to overcome them, what 
ufe fhall we make of the victory?” ‘Thou afkeft,’ faid Pyrrhus, 


‘a thing 
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‘a thing that is felf evident: The Romans once conquered, 
no city will refift us; we fhall then be matters of all Italy:? Ci- 
neas added, “ And having fubdued Italy, what thall we do next ?”? 
Pyrrhus, not yet aware of his intention, replied, ‘Sicily next 
ftretches out her arms to receive us.’ “ That is very probable,’ 
faid Cineas ; “but will the poffeflion of Sicily: put an end. to the 
war?” ‘God grant-us fuccefs in that,’ anfwered ‘Pyrrhus, ‘ and 
we fhall make thefe only the forerunners of greater things ; for then 
Lybia and Carthage will foon be ours: and thefe conquefts being 
completed, none of our enemies can offer us any further refiftance.’ 
‘‘ Very true,” added Cineas, “ for then we may eafily regain 
Macedon, and make an abfolute conqueft of Greece ; and when 
all thefe are in our poflefijon, what fhall we do then?” . Pyrrhus, 
{miling, anfwered, ‘Why then, my dear friend, we will live at 
our eafe, drink all day long, and amufe ourfelves with cheerful 
converiation.?; When Cineas had brought Pyrrhus to this point, 
he faid, ** Well, Sir, and why may we not do all this now, and 
without the labour and hazard of enterprifes fo laborious and un- 
certain ?”? © 

The greater part of mankind is‘as unwilling to take the advice 
of the philofopher as Pyrrhus was, : who ardently engaged in thefe 


ambitious purfuits, and at laft perifhed in them. 
[ Ewan. Mag 


rw rare 
-_————— 


LETTER FROM A LADY IN JAMAICA TO HER 
| NEPHEW IN ENGLAND. 


Very Dear Sir, ' 


I TRUST I am not ungrateful for your kind communication 
of the exercife of your mind in your late affli@ion. How oft, 
nay, how conftantly does the Father of mercies fulfil his gra- 
cious promife, “As thy day, fo fhall thy ftrength be!” I feela 
hope, that thefe frequent chaftifements are intended ‘to prepare 
you for a large {phere of ufefulnefs. May he fanétify them to 
your furtherance in the divine life, and having been afflicted 
yourfelf, you will be the more capable of adminiftering confola- 
tion to the afflif@ted ; for preaching alone does not comprife the 
whole duty of aclergyman. To comfort thofe on beds of lan- 
— ought to be a great part of his employment. May you 

e a wife matter builder, and faithfully difcharge the various du- 
ties of your facred office! 

Mr. B. has had a fevere feafoning to this climate; for many 
days we had no hope of his recovery. I verily believe he was 
fpared, in anfwer to prayer. From the 11th of Auguft to the 6th 
of Odtober, our chapel was fhut, except a few mornings at five 

o’clock, 
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o’clock, when our local preachers gave us an exhortation ; for we 
could not have public worfhip till he was removed out of town 
for change of air, the chapel being over the dwelling houfe ; the 
noife would have retarded, or probably entirely prevented his 
recovery. ‘Thanks be to God, who again enables his ambaffador 
to go through his various duties ; and certainly the care of five 
hundred fouls is not a fmall charge ! 

- [ rejoice to hear that the intended invafion of our cruel enemy 
js again laid afide. MHiaften, haften, deareft Lord! the happy 
time, when “the nations fhall learn war no more; but fhall beat 
their fwords into ploughfhares, and their fpears into pruning- 
hooks.” 

We have been favoured with bleffed feafons: the Lord is truly 
gracious to the inhabitants of this ifle; but, alas! they do not 
render according to the benefits he pours. down on them! ‘Thefe 
conftant rains, echt a general blefiing, have been productive of 
fome evils ; particularly at Montego Bay, about one hundred and 
eighty miles from Kingfton, fome buildings were {wept away by 
the flood ; but, through mercy, only three lives were loft. The 
inhabitants of Montego Bay have dreadfully perfecuted the poor 
Chriftians ; and the Lord has feverely chaftifed them, both by 
fre and water. Thirteen years ago, they imprifoned a young 
man, who was the inftrument of raifing a fociety of twenty four 
people, in five weeks; and he was obliged to quit the ifland. 
When Mr. Fifh went there, he was permitted to preach only twice 
a’ week, and at fuch hours as the poor flaves could not attend ; 
many of whom were very defirous of religious inftructions. Some 
| years after, when Mr. Campbell vifited them, they countenanced 
| bim, till they faw the flaves flock to hear the word of God; and 
though he promifed he would only preach at fuch hours as would 
| not prevent their doing their owners’ work, they threatened to 
| imprifon him for inftruéting them ; and he was obliged to return 
to Kingfton ; and, although they have been chaftifed every year 
with fome heavy calamity, yet, “ having eyes, they fee not” the 
_ hand of the Lord, and cannot bear the idea of their flaves being 
| religious; and as to themfelves, they “‘are rich and increafed 
| with goods, and have need of nothing.” Strange infatuation ! 
| What, my dear Sir, are you and I better than our poor fellow 
| finners, that God fhould bring us from darknefs to light, and 
from the power of fin and Satan to a knowledge of himfelf, and a 
| love of holinefs? A confideration of this fills my foul with grate- 
ful love, and at times, I am conftrained to fay, Let filence fpeak 
his praife. | 

The word of Ged prevails fo far as to influence a few to turn 
| from the error of their evil ways. The laft three months, we have 
) had an increafe of one hundred fouls. [ £van. Mag. 


FRAGMENTS. 
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FRAGMENTS. 


REMARKABLE TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF THE STRICT OBSERY. 
ANCE OF THE LORD’S DAY. 


A YOUNG man, who had been employed in a gentleman’s 
garden in Suffolk, had a ftrong inclination to try his fortune near 
the metropolis. Accordingly, he came to London; and foon got 
into a fituation at the weft end of the town; where he, in.a tew 
years, acquired fo much property, that he took fome ground, and 
entered into bufinefs for himfelf. He had been brought up ina 
religious manner, and in the ftrict obfervance of the Sabbath ; but 
the love of the world now fo far got the afcendency, as to induce 
him to violate that facred day, by felling various articles which his 
garden produced. Providence, however, frowned upon him, fo 
that his profpe& of great gain preved delufive. By -fome unac- 
eountable means, he failed of fuccefs in all his fchemes; and in 
afhort time became a bankrupt. His fifter, a pious young wo- 
man, who kept his houfe, told him her apprehenfions ; that the 
caufe of his misfortune was, his profanation of the Sabbath ; and 
ftrongly urged him to begin bufinefs again upon a fmall {cale, 
offering to lend him all fhe had (which was but thirty fhillings) 
to buy a few neceffary articles, upon this condition, that he fhould 
fell nothing upon the Lord’s day, but devote it wholly to religion ; 
in ‘which cafe, fhe told him, he might hope for a divine blefling. 
He agreed to take her advice ; and he foon experienced the wif- 
dom of it; for he quickly began to find his bufinefs wonderfully 
to profper; and, in a few years, rofe to fuch affluence as to pur- 
chafe the ground he had hired; and to be able to communicate 
largely of his fubftance for the honour of God, and for the good of 
many. ‘The truth of the above can be attelted by perfons living, 
who knew the man and his hiftory. The reader is left to make 
his own reflections. [ Evan. Mag. 


—_———- = 


VALUE OF BIBLES ON BOARD A SHIP. 


To the Editor of the Evan. Mag. 
Sir, 
If you think the following information will be of any fervice te 
the Society for diftributing Bibles, &c. you will oblige me by 
giving it a place in the Evangelical Magazine. 


BEING in company with a young officer in the Eaft India 
Company’s fervice, lately arrived, he mentioned that one of the 
feamen died.on the paflage home; and, when that happens, it is a 
: cuftone 
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cuftom amongft fhipmates to fell all their clothes by auétion ; and 
this was done to the perfon alluded to above. In his chelt was a 
Bible, which was put up by itfelf at 6d: it prefently got up to 
12s. and the captain. defired the auctioneer to knock it down, as it 
was too much for it, hefaid. And my informant farther added, 
he had no doubt but that it would have fold for a guinea, if they 
had been let alone. He alfo faid, that a Bible was confidered 
a valuable acquifition. by many of the feamen on board of 
that fhip ; and that frequently, at leifure hours, one perfon read 
the fcriptures to many of his fhipmates, who were all attention to 
hear. This account lam the more difpofed to give credit to, as 
it proceeded from one nowife attached to the caufe for which the 


.fociety was inftituted, but rather the contrary. 


I am, refpectfully, Rev. Sir, your obedient fervant, 
D. W. 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


TWO gentlemen were once difputing on the divinity of Chrift. 
One of them, who argued againit it, faid, “ If it were true, it 
certainly would have been expreffed in more clear and unequivocal 
terms.’”? ‘ Well,’ faid the other, ‘ admitting that you believed it, 
were authorized to teach it, and allowed to ufe your own language, 
how would you exprefs the doétrine to make it indubitable” “I 
would fay,”’ replied the firft, “that Jefus Chrift is the true God.” 
‘You are very happy,’ rejoined the other, ‘in the choice of your 
words; for you have happened to hit upon the very words of 
infpiration. St. John, {peaking of the Son, fays, “ This is the 
true God, and eternal life.’’ 


i oncnanceeieniennal 


SWEARING REBUKED. 


A YOUNG man having returned from fea, where he had un- 
happily acquired the habit of profane fwearing, went to vifit a 
friend in the country ; when, walking in the garden, and approach- 
ing too near a bee hive, one of them ftung him on the head ; 
which fo excited his wrath, that he began to ftrike violently at the 
bees with his hat, uttering at the fame time the moft dreadful oaths 
and curfes. Inthe midft of his fury, one of thefe little combatants 
tung him on the tip of that unruly member (his tongue) which 
was then fo actively employed in blafpheming his Maker. ‘Thus 
can the Lord engage one of the meaneft of his creatures in re- 
proving the bold tranfgreflor, who dares to take his name in vain. 

[Euan. Mag. 
SHORT 
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SHORT SENTENCES ON FAITH. 
NOTHING greater can be faid of faith, than that it is the only 


thing which can bid defiance to the accufations of confcience. 

If it was not for Chrift, confcience would tear me in pieces, 
Confcience is the moft pofitive, teafing, tormenting thing in the 
world ; and nothing can filence it but faith. 

Thank God for Chrift! “Chrift for a clean confcience; and the 
Spirit for giving me a fight of it as clean. 

Nothing can pacify an offended confcien¢ée, but that which fatis. 
fied an offended God ; and well may that which fatisfied an offend. 
ed God, pacify an offended confeience. [Mr. Adam of Wintringham. 





QUERIES. 
A YOUNG inquirer is much perplexed to know how fhe fhould 
underftand thofe words inthe Lord’s prayer, “ Lead us not into 
temptation ;” which to her feem to imply, that God isthe author 


of temptation. She would be much obliged by a few obfervations 
tending to clear up the difficulty. 





A CORRESPONDENT requefts an explanation of the following 
texts of fcripture: “ I fhall fee him, but not now; I fhall behold 
him, but not nigh: there fhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scep- 
tre fhall rife cut of Ifrael, and fhall fmite the corners of Moab, and 
deftroy all the children of Seth.” Numbers xxiv. 17. | 





A CONSTANT reader wifbes fome of your correfpondents 
would favour him with an explanation of the following words, in 
2 Pet. ti. 20, 21, “ For if after they have efcaped tke pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge-of the Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worfe with them than the beginning ; for it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of righteoufnefs than, 


after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered unto them.” Junror. 





WHAT is the true meaning of thofe words in Exod. xxxiv. 7, 
** And that will by no means clear the guilty?” As they imme- 
diately follow that charming declaration of the name of the Lord, 
“« Keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgretfon, 
and fin ;”” and as they precede an awful threatening, “ vifiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children,” &c. I am much ata 
loft to underftand them ; and {fhall, therefore, be very glad to fee 
a clear and coniiltent view of the words, as conneéted with the 
whole paflage. 
Book Wes. 
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Religious FJntelligence, 


UNITED STATES. 


A Brief Account of the Proceedings of the Committee, appointed by the Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, held in Baltimore, for promoting ‘the Improvement 
and Civilization of the Indian Natives. 


Continued from page 196. 


IN the sixth month, 1802, the 
Little Turtle, Five Medals, and sey- 
eral other principal chiefs, of the 
Miamie, and Pottowattomie nationg 
of Indians passed through Balti, 
more, on their way to visit the Pres- 
ident of the United States; at 
which time, the committee took 
the opportunity of holding a confer- 
ence with them; in which the 
concern of Friends was fully open- 
ed; when they informed them of 
the great discouragement Friénds 
had met with, in carrying theii 
views into effect, from the intempe- 
rate and destructive use of spiritu- 
ous liquors amongst the Indians, 
which was found to be the greatest 
obstacle in the way of their profiting 
by the aid, Friends had been desir- 
ous of giving them. 

This opened the way for a free 
communication, on the subject of 
the introduction of ardent spirits in- 
to their country, in which its bane- 
ful and pernicious effects , were 
strongly pointed out. The Little 
Turtle in reply, made a very pathet- 
ic and impressive speech upon this 
subject, from which the following 
is extracted : 

“* Brothers and Friends: 

«‘ When our forefathers first met 
on this island, your red brethren 
were very numerous. But since 
the introduction amongst us, of 
what you call spirituous liquors, 
and what we think may justly be 
called poison, our numbers are 
greatly diminished. Ithas destroy- 
ed a great part of your red breth- 
ren. 

‘*My Brothers and Friends : 

“We plainly perceive, that you 
see the verv evil which destroys 
your red brethren ; it is not an evil 
of our own making; we have not 
Vol. V. No. 6. Fe 


placed it amongst ourselves ; it is 
an evil placed amongst us by the 
white people ; we look to them to 
remove it out of our country. We 
tell them, brethren, fetch us useful 
things ; bring goods, that will 
clothe us, our women, and our chil- 
dren ; and not this evil liquor, that 
destroys our reason, that destroys 
our health, that destroys our lives. 
But all we can say on this subject 
is of no service, nor gives relief te 
your red brethren. 

‘My Brothers and Friends, 

**I rejoice to find, that you agree 
in opinion with us, and express an 
anxiety to be, if possible, of service 
to us, in removing this great evil 
out of our country; an evil which 
has had so much room in it, and 
has destroyed so many ef our lives, 
that it causes our young men to say, 
** we had better be at war with the 
white people ; this liquor, which 
they introduce into our country, is 
more to be feared than the gun and 
the tomahawk. There are more 
of us dead since the treaty of Gren- 
ville, than we lost by the six years 
war before. It is all owing to the 
introduction of this liquor amongst 
us.”’ 

** Brothers, 

**When our young men have been 
out hunting, and are returning home 
loaded with skins and furs ; on their 
way, if it happens that they come 
along where some of this whiskey 
is deposited, the white man who 
sells it tells them to take a little 
drink; some of them will sayno, I 
do not want it; they go on till they 
come to another house, where they 
find more of the same kind of drink; 
it is there offered again; they re- 
fuse ; and again the third time ; 
but finally, the fourth or fifth time, 
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one accepts of it, and takes a drink ; 
and getting one, he wants another ; 
and then athird, and fourth, till his 
senses have left him. After his 
reason comes back again to him ; 
when he gets up and finds where he 
is, he asks for his peltry. The 
answer is, *‘ you have drank them.” 
Where is my gun? * It is gone.” 
Where is my blanket ? ‘It is gone.” 
Where is my shirt? ‘ You have 
sold it. for whiskey!!” ~ Now, 
Brothers, figure to yourselves what 
condition this man must be in. 
He has a family at home; a wife and 
children, who stand in need of the 
profits of his hunting. What must 
be their wants, when he himself is 
even without a shirt !” 

These chiefs appeared to be much 
rejoiced at the assistance Friends 
proposed to render them; and in 
reply to that part of our communi- 
cation, observed, ‘ That it was 
their anxious wish, to engage in the 
culture of their lands ; for although 
the game was not so scarce, but that 
they could get enough to eat, yet 
they were sensible it was daily di- 
" minishing, and that the time was 
not far distant, when they would be 
eompelled to take hold of such tools 
as they saw in the hands of the 
white people.” 

The committee, on a weighty 
consideration of the subject, being 
from their former experience unit- 
éd in judgment, that no great 
progress could be made in the civi- 
lization of the Indians, while they 
were so abundantly supplied with 
distilled spirits, concluded to ad- 
dress congress on the subject. 
Their memorial was favourably re- 
ceived and a law passed, which in 
some measure provided a remedy 
for the evil. 

As it now appeared to the com- 
mittee, that the principal obstruc- 
tion to the introduction of agricul- 
ture amongst the Indiafs was re- 
moved, they felt themselves encour- 
aged to proceed in their undertak- 
ing ; and accordingly provided a 
considerable number of implements 
of husbandry ; such as ploughs, 
hoes, axes, &c. &c. which were 
forwarded to Fort Wayne, where 
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they were immediately distributed, 
as a present from the society of 
Friends, and thankfully received 
by the Indians. 

A letter was received in the sum- 
mer of 1803, from the agent for 
Indian affairs at Fort Wayne, in 
which he says: 

** Since there have been no spir- 
ituous liquors in the Indian country 
they appear very indtistrious, and 
ave fond of raising stock.” He also 
expressed, as his opinion, * that the 
suppression of spirituous liquors in 
that country, is the most beneficial 
thing which has ever been done for 
them by the United States; that 
there had not been one Indian kill- 
ed in that neighbourhood for a 
year, and that im no_ preceding 
year, since the treaty of Grenville, 
had there been less than ten, andin 
some years as many as thirty killed.” 
The agent further addéd, ‘* that the 
Indians appeared tobe very desirous 
of procuring for themselves the nec- 
essaries of life, in our way ; but say 
they do not know how to begin. 
Some of their old men say, “ the 
white people want for nothing. We 
wish them to shew us how to pro- 
vide the many good things we see 
amongst them. Ifitis their wish 
to instruct us in their way of living, 
as they tell us it is, we wish them 
to make haste and do it, for we are 
old, and must die soon ; but we wish 
to see our women and children in 
that path, that will lead them to hap- 
piness before we die.” 

At the same time a letter was re- 
ceived from the Little Turtle and 
Five Medals, in which they express- 
ed a wish, that some of the com- 
mittee would visit their country ; 
which being considered, the com- 
mittee appointed a deputation for 
that purpose, who were authorised 
to take one or more suitable persons 
with them, to reside amongst the 
Indians, for the purpose of teach- 
ing them agriculture, and other use- 
ful knowledge, as far as such an estab- 
lishment should appear practicable. 

In the second month, 1804, two 
of the deputation proceeded to Fort 
Wayne, accompanied by Philip 
Denuis, who had offered his services 

to 
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to go with them, to remain with the 
Indians during the summer, for the 
purpose of instructing tiem in hus- 
bandry ; taking with him two horses, 
to be employed in ploughing, &c. 

They arrived at Fort Wayne the 
last of the third month, and soon 
after convened several of their prin- 
eipal chiefs; in a council with 
whom, a future day was fixed upon 
for the committee to meet them, 
together with as many of their old 
men, their young men, and their 
women and children, as could be as- 
sembled: the attendance of the 
latter was particularly requested by 
our deputation; and these chiefs 
having previously requested, that 
whatever matter Friends might have 
to communicate to the Indians 
should be written, in order that they 
might lay it before the Granp 
CounciL, in the sixth month fol- 
lowing, to the attendance of which 
they very pressingly invited the 
committee ; on the day appointed, 
being met by a considerable num- 
ber of the natives, the following 
written address was read and inter- 
preted to them : 

*“* Brothers and Friends, 

“When we were together, eight 
days ago, with the Little Turtle 
and the Five Medals, the -letter 
was read to them which has just 
been read. That letter, you ob- 
serve, says, that we were Sppeinted 
by the people called Quakers, of 
Baltimore, to visit you and to take 
you by the hand on their behaif, de- 
siring that you would receive any 
communications from us, as coming 
immediately from them. 

** Brothers, 

s* After that letter was read, our 
hearts were filled with so much 
love for our red brethren, that on 
looking over and considering the 
business upon which we had come, 
we felt a desire to see as many of 
you together as could be convened ; 
and this d: ay was then agreed upon 
for us to meet you. 

§* Brothers, 

“We believed, that the things 
we had to say were of great im- 
portance to our red brethren; and 
therefore it was, that we requested 
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to see you together, that you all 


heat have an opportunity of hear- 
ing what we have to say. 

** Brothers, 

“‘Our hearts are filled with 
thankfulness- to the Great Spirit, 
that he has brought us safely te 
the country of our red bre thren, 
and protected us through our jour- 
ney. We also rejoice that he has 
given us this opportunity of seeing 
you, and. of taking you by the hand. 

‘‘ Brothers, 

“It is now a little more than 
two years, since your brothers of 
Baltimore had an opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with the Five 
Medals, the Little Turtle, Tuthini- 
pee, and some other chiefs. They 
were glad of that opportunity of 
having a talk with them, and of in- 
quiring after the situation of their 
Red brethren. 

** Brothers, 

‘‘We had for some time enter- 
tained apprehensions, thatthe many 
changes, which were taking place 
in circumstances, must greatly 
change the situation of our Red 
brethren; and that the time was 
fast approaching, in which it would, 
be necessary for them to alter their 
mode of living. 

‘* Brothers, 

‘* After our talk with the chiefs 
whom we have just mentioned, we 
were fully convinced, that the time 
was come, in which our Red breth- 
ren ought to begin to cultivate their 
lands. That they ought to raise 
corn, and other grain, also horses, 
cows, sheep, hogs, and other ani- 
mals. We then proposed to afford 
them some assistance. They ap- 
peared to be glad of the proposal, 
and informed us that’ many of their 
people were disposed to turn their 
attention to the cultivation of the 
earth. They also expresséd a de- 
sire, to be assisted by their brothers 
of Baltimore. 

** Brothers, 

** Having been encouraged by ~ 
opportunity which we then had, 
sent to the care of the agent for o 
dian affairs, some ploughs, harness 
for horses, axes, hoes, and other 
implements of husbandry, which 
were 
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were made for the use of our Red 
brethren, and desired that they 
might be distributed amongst them, 
as tokens of our friendship. 

*‘ Brothers, 

“We received last fall through 
the hands of the agent for Indian 
affairs, a talk, from the Little Tur- 
tle, the Five Medals and others, 
informing us, that they had receiv- 
ed the implements of husbandry, 
and requested, that their brothers 
of Baltimore would send some of 
their people into the country of their 
red brethren, for the purpose of 
seeing their situation, and shewing 
them how to make use of the tools ; 
saying, they did not know how to 
begin’ 

** Brothers, 

‘‘It is for these purposes, that 
we have now come ; and we again 
repeat, that we rejoice we have this 
opportunity of seeing you, and of 
taking you by-the hand. 

“ Brothers, 

‘In coming into the country of 
eur Red brethren, we have come 
with our eyes open. And although 
we are aflected with sorrow, in be- 
lieving that many of the Red people 
suffer much for the want of food, 
and ‘for the want of clothing, yet 
our hearts have been made glad, in 
seeing, that it has pleased the Great 
Spirit, to give you a rich and valu- 
able country. Because we know 
that it is out of the earth, that food 
and clothing come. We are sure, 
brothers, that with but little labour 
and attention, you May raise much 
more corn, and other grain, than 
will be necessary for yourselves, your 
women, and children, and may also, 
with great ease, raise many more 
horses, cows, sheep, hogs, and other 
valuable animals, than will be nec- 


_ essary for your own use.. We are 


also confident, that if you will pur- 
sue our method, in the cultivation 
of your land, you will live in much 
greater ease ‘and plenty, and with 
much less fatigue and toil, than at- 
tend hunting for a subsistence. 

*¢ Brothers, 

‘© We are fully convinced, that 
if you will adopt our mode of culti- 
vating the earth, and of raising 
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useful animals, you willfind it to be 
a mode of living not only far more 
plentiful and much less fatiguing, 
but also much more certain, and 
which will expose your bodies less, 
to the inclemencies of the weather, 
than is now attendant upon Auntiag. 
It will lead you, brothers, to have 
fixed homes. You will build com- 
fortable dwelling houses, for your- 
selves, your women and children, 
where you may be sheltered from 
the rain, from the frost, and from 
the snow ; and where you may en- 
joy in plenty the rewards of your 
labours. 

*‘ Brothers, 

*‘In laying these things before 
you, we have no other motive, than 
a desire of heart, for the improve- 
ment, the benefit, and the welfare 
of our Red brethren ; and therefore 
itis, that we speak with freedom, 
and we hope that what we have to 
say, will go im at one ear, and not 
come out at the other ; but that it will 
be remembered by our Red breth- 
ren. For we know, brothers, that 
we shall not be ashamed of what we 
say, when, in time to come, you 
compare the things we are saying 
to you, with your experience in 
practising them. 

‘‘ Brothers, 

‘© We will here mention, that the 
time was, when the forefathers of 
your brothers, the white people, liv- 
ed beyond the great water, in the 
same manner, that our Red breth- 
ren now live. The winters can yet 
be counted, when they went almost 
naked, when they procured their 
living by fishing, and by the bow and 
arrow, in hunting, and when they 
lived in houses no better than yours. 
They were encouraged, by some, 
who came from towards the sun-ris- 
ing, and lived amongst them, to 
change their mode of living. They 
did change; they cultivated the 
earth ; and we are sure the change 
was a happy one, 

‘“‘ Brothers and Friends, 

‘*We are not ashamed to ac- 
knowledge, that the time was, when 
our forefathers rejoiced at finding 
a wild plumb tree, or at killing a 
little game, and that they wandered 
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up and down, living on the uncer- 
tain supplies of fishing and hunting. 
But, brothers, for your encourage- 
ment, we now mention, that by turn. 
ing their attention to the cultivation 
of the earth, instead of the plumb 
tree, they soon had orchards of many 
kinds of good fruit ; instead of the 
wild game, they soon had large 
numbers of cattle, horses, sheep, 
hogs, and of other valuable animals; 
and in many places, instead of 
their forests, they had large fields 
of corn and of other grain, as also 
of many other valuable productions 
of the earth. 

‘“‘ Brothers, 

“We hope your eyes will be open 
to see clearly the things which are 
best for you; and that you will de- 
sire to pursue them. We believe, 
brothers, that it is in the heart of 
your father, the President of the 
United States, to assist his red 
children, in the cultivation of the 
earth, and to render them services, 
which will be greatly for their bene- 
fitand welfare. ° We hope that your 
exertions to change your present 
mode of living will be so plain to 
him, that he will see them: this will 
encourage him to continue to ad 
you in your endeavours. 

« Brothers, 

“We have spoken plainly; we 
desire to speak plain. We will now 
tell you, that we have not come 
merely to ta/é with you. We have 
come prepared to render you a little 
assistance. Our beloved brother, 
Philip Dennis, who is now present, 
has come along with us. His de- 
sire is to cultivate for you a field of 
corn; also to shew you how to 
taise some of the other productions 
of the earth. He knows how to use 
the plough, tlie hoe, the axe, and 
other implements of husbandry. 

** Brothers, 

“We will here ask you, Are 
you still desirous to be instructed by 
us, in the cultivation of your lands? 
if you say you are, our brother, 
whom we have just mentioned, will 
continue with you during the sum- 
mer. We shail leave it to you, to 


shew him the spot where to begin to 
work. 
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** Brothers, 

“He has left a farm ; he has left 
a wife and five small children, who 
are very dear to him; he has come 
from a sincere desire to be useful to 
our red brethren. His motives are 
pure ; he will ask no reward from 
you, for his services; his great- 
est reward will be, in the satisfac- 
tion he will feel, in finding you in- 
clined to take hold of the same tools 
which he takes hold of; to receive 
from him instruetion in the cultiva- 
tion of your lands, and to pursue the 
example he will set you. 

** Brothers, 

“We hope you will make the 
situation of our brother, as comfort- 
able as circumstances will admit. 
We hope, also, that many of your 
young men will be willing to be 
taught by him*to use the plough, 
the hoe, and other implements of 
husbandry. For we are sure, 
brothers, that as you take hold of 
such tools, as are in the hands of 
the white people, you will find them 
to be to you, like having additional 
hands. You will also find, that by 
using them, they will enable you to 
do many things, which, without 
them, cannot be performed. 

‘Brothers, there is one thing 
more, which we wish to add. The 
white people, in order to get their 
land cultivated, find it necessary, 
that their young men should be em- 
ployed in it, and not their women. 
Women are less than men. They 
are not as strong as men. They 
are not as able to endure fatigue 
and toil as men. It is the ba: 
siness of our women to be em- 
ployed in our houses ; to keep them 
clean; to sew, knit, spin, and 
weave ; to dress food for themselves 
and families; to make clothes for 
the men and the rest of their fam- 
ilies ; to keep the clothing of their 
families clean, and to take care of 
their children. 

*‘ Brothers, 

‘We desire not to mention toe 
many things to you, but we must 
add a little further. We are fully 
convinced, that if you willturn your 
attention to the cultivation of the 


earth, to raising the different kinds 
A of 
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of grain, to erecting mills for grind- 
ing grain, to building comfortable 
dwelling houses for your families, 
to raising useful animals, amongst 
others, sheep, for the advantage of 
the wool in making clothing, to rais- 


ing flax and hemp for your linen, and 


your young women learn to spin and 
weave, that your lives will be much 
easier and happier, than at present, 
and that your numbers will increase, 
and not continue to diminish. As 
we before observed, brothers, your 
land is good. It is far better than 
the land the white people near the 
great water cultivate. We are per- 
suaded, that your land will produce 
double the quantity of any kind of 
grain, or of flax, or hemp, with the 
same labour necessary near the 
great water. 

** Brothers and Friends, 

‘© We shall now end what we have 
to say, with informing you, that all 
the corn, and other productions ef 
the earth, which Philp Dennis may 
raise, we Wish our red brethren to 
accept of, as a token of our /riend- 
ship. And it is our desire, that the 
chiefs of the Pottawattamie and Mi- 
amie nations, who are now present, 
added to our brothers, the Five 
Medals, Tuthinipee, and Philip 
Dennis, make such a distribution 
thereof, as they may think proper.” 

The Indians observed great deco- 
rum, and gave close attention during 
the delivery of this address. They 
respectfully manifested their appro- 
bation of the sentiments it contain- 
ed by reiterated exclamations of 
applause, and the most evident de- 
monstrations of satisfaction. Inre- 
ply, the Little Turtle delivered a 
speech on behalf of the council, from 
which the following is extracted. 

“* Brothers and Friends, 

“ We rejoice that the Great Spir- 
it has appointed that we should meet 
this day, for we believe, this meet- 
ing will be of the utmost conse- 
quence to your red brethren. 

‘¢ Brothers, 

** The things you have said to us 
require our greatest attention : it is 
really necessary, that we should de- 
liberate upon-them. In order to do 
80, we must beg you to leave the 


paper, upon which they are written, 
that we may communicate them to 
our chiefs, when they assemble in 
Grand Council. 

‘« Brothers, 

** You have been very particular 
in pointing out to us the duties of 
our women, and you have told us, 
that in adopting your mode of living, 
our numbers would increase, and 
not continue to diminish. In all 
this, I certainly agree with you, and 
I hope my brother chiefs will also 
agree with you. 

‘* Brothers, 

«* Assure your people, who sent 
you here, tell your old chiefs, that 
we are obliged to them for their 
friendly oilers to assist us in chang- 
ing our present mode of living ; tell 
them it is a great work, that can- 
not be done immeciately ; but that 
we are that way disposed, and hope 
it will take place gradually.” 

To be continued. 
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THE JEWS. 


The Jews in London have express- 
ed their determination to oppose 
the attempt lately made by the 
Missionary Society for the in- 
struction of the Jewish children 
in the proposed Free School. 
The presiding Rabbi, usually 
called their High Priest, has de- 
livered two public discourses on 
this subject; abstracts from which 
haye been printed in Hebrew and 
English, and circulated among 
the Jews. The following is 2 
copy of the first paper : 


Abstract of an Exhortation delivered 
by the Rev. Solomon Hirsclhe/, at 
the Great Synagogue, Duke's Place, 
on Saturday, Fan. 3, A. M. 5507. 

Son of man, I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel ; 
therefore hear the word at my 


mouth, and give them warning 
from me. Ezek. iii. 17. 


“Tue Prophet is here properly 
entitled a watchman, who is in duty 
bound 
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bound to declare his prophetic inspi- 
wa ind is guilty of death if he 
withholds it? The Lord chargés 
him likewise with the duty of a 
watchman, who is to be on the look, 
out, as one standing guard on a 
tower, whence he may readily sce 
any danger approaching to the city ; 

and by his warning voice save it 
fi ‘om harnt. 

«“ Thus it is the duty of him who 
is placed at the head of the house 
of Israel, to have a watchful eye 
over occurrences of the times, and 
to calculate their consequences ; so 
that any circumstance arising, how- 
ever excellent it may appear at the 
time, yet if he perceive therein any 
distant danger, which may in the 
course of time break out, and make 
its end prove bitter, how ever sweet 
it seemed at the beginning,—it then 
becomes his bounden duty to declare 
and forewarn the people, as much 
so as if God had actually sent him 
on such a particular mission, in 
order that they may not blindly fall 
into a snare, like the deluded bird, 
who whilst joyously feasting on the 
com is unwittingly caught in the 
net. 

‘I have placed thee as a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel ;” z. e. to 
look out on all occurrences, and 
foresee their effects. ‘* Hear the 
word at my mouth ;” 7. e. understand 
by the gift of comprehension given 

0 you, all matters which shall come 

to your ears ; and if you foresee 
any evil likely to follow from them 
unto the house of Israel, do not 
hesitate, but boldly “give them 
warning from me ;” i.e. you have 
my authority so to do, and to speak 
m jy name. 
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** Now, behold, it has pleased the 
Lord to direct me hither from afar, 
and placed me the keeper of his 
vineyard; I must, therefore, send 
forth my voice. Attend, O ye chil- 
dren of Israel! A new matter has 
appeared from a set of benevolent 
gentlemen, of the Christian persua- 
sion, who have proposed to open a 
Free School for the benefit of the 
Jewish children of both sexes. 
Now, although according to appear- 
ance ‘nothing can be more praise- 
worthy than such philanthropic 
kindness on their part, yet, after 
well considering the circumstance, 
and the good likely to arise there- 
from to us and our posterity, (and 
every man who feareth God will 
well examine it, for it is no trifling 
thing) it appears likely to injure the 
principles of the Jewish religion ; 
and thus, instead of producing fruit, 
we gather shanie. 

‘*], therefore, feel myself under 
the necessity of warning you, both 
male and female parents, or guar- 
dians, who own the name of Israel- 
ites, and wish to be esteemed mem- 
bers of our communion, not too 
rashly to embrace this plan, nor to 
send your children to the school 
establishing by those gentlemen, 
until we shall have further and sat- 
isfactory information, and clear 
proofs of its utility, free from all 
idea of probable and distant evil. 

** Then will you obtain the repu- 
tation of wisdom in the eyes of the 
lovers of truth and grace, among 
the nations ; and may it never quit 
you !” 


f Evan. Mag. 
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ORDINATION. 


A Letter from a Clergyman in New- 
port, R. I. to one of the Editors. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

THE appointment by the Trustees 
of the Massachusetts Missionary So- 
ciety of a missionary to itinerate in 
this state and the adjacent parts of 
Massachusetts gave peculiar plea- 





sure to many friends of Zion in this 
Vicinity. This pleasure has been not 
a little increased in beholding the 
fruits of your benevolence in the suc- 
cess of your missionary. Under his 
assiduous labours, a church was, 
last spring, gathered at Asonet, and 
about the same time, another in 
Dartmouth, Ms. The latter con- 
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ie itt sists of about thirty membezs. Over 
Styx |} this church, on Wednesday the 14th 
eS instant, was ordained the Rev. Dan- 
i iel Emerson, under circumstances, 
which presage the peculiar harmo- 
ny and happiness of the minister and 
people. The ordination exercises 
were performed by the following 
clergymen; the Rev. Oliver Cobb 
offered the introductory prayer; the 
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Rey. Eli Smith delivered the dis. 
course from Luke iv. 28; the Rey. 
Mase Shepard offered the consecra- 
ting prayer; the Rev. Curtis Coe 
gave the charge; the Rev. Isaiah 
eston expressed the fellowship of 
the churches; and the Rev. Caleb 
J. Tenney offered the concluding 
prayer. 
Respectfully yours, &c. 


jPoetryp. 


THE BIBLE. 
a WHERE mis’ry dwells a constant guest, 
f And rankles in the feeling breast, 
What charm can give the suff’rer rest ? 
The Bible! 
When storms of fierce temptation low’r, 


a And on the soul their horrors pour, 

Ri | Midst all, this gives a tranquil hour. 

ve When conscience, sore oppress’d with crime, 
ne Reviews the faults of mispent time, _ 

a From thee its hopes must spring sublime. 


When stern despair, without control, 
Oppression, with his murd’rous scowl, 


be Afflict us,—thou wilt bless the soul. 

ce , From thee our purest comforts grow ; 

ay Safe with thy guidance we may go 

te. ) Thro’ the dire scenes of sin and wo. : 
me | Whate’er our state of life may be, 

ni Or poor, or rich, or bond, or free, 

Bi Still our warm hearts shall turn to thee. 


Here then, while round affiictions rise, 
To every heart we’ll bind the prize, 
Which bears us onward to the skies. 


oe Here is a charm for ev’ry grief ; 
“e In this blest word we find relief: 
M ih On thee we rest our firm belief. 


+ 
oe 
ye 


The gospel far conveys our load, 
And bears us forward on the road 
Towards our Saviour and our God. 





a | The promises, throughout divine, _ 
Tee Round my enraptur’d heart [ll twine, i 
ey if And cry aloud, Thou still art mine. j 
si | In this [’ll search from day to day, : 
ia To guide me in my heav’nly way ; 5 
i. And when I die, Thou’rt mine, I’ll say. c 
4 a | For thy blest truths, through all the days 

et Of blest eternity, we’ll raise J 
i A joyful song of sacred praise, ‘ 
h blest Bible ! 
s DONATION to the Mass. Miss. Society, by Mr. D. Lang, Salem, Mass. 

if 16 Bibles, 4 doz. Ttstaments, and 30 Dr. Watts’ Psalms and Hymns. 
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